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INTRODUCTION* 

BEfore  I  proceed  in  this  Defign,  I  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  acquaint  the  Reader,  that  he  will 
here  find  melancholy  Truths  worthy  of  his  P«=rufal, 
and  moft  ferious  Confideration  ;  he  will  perhaps  be 
convinced  when  he  has  read  this  Trcatifc  that  the 
Encroachments  of  the  Regale  have  done  more  mif- 
chief  to  Religion,  than  all  the  Herefies  which  ap-' 
pear'd  before  Confiantine's  Days :  Hereticks  were  fb-- 
reign  Enemies  againft  whom  flie  declared  open  War^ 
and  was  upon  her  continual  Guard,  But  the 
Regale  eat  into  her  very  Bowels,  it  was  an  In-bred 
Diftemper  which  fed  upon  her  Vitals  and  deftroy'd 
her  very  being :  Againft  a  Decius  or  a  Dioclejtan  (he 
might  be  prepared,  and  coud  unconcerned  conquci^ 
the  moft  terrible  force  they  cou'd  bring  againft  herJ 
But  an  Apoftate  did  more  mifchief  than  all  the  reft^' 
Julian's  unbloody  Perlecution  deftroy'd  more  Souls 
than  the  S^vord  of  the  moft  inveterate  Heathen  Em-* 
perors  before  Conftantimh  Reign.  I  have  (cen  a  Tree 
wheather  the  moft  tempeftuous  Storms j  the  Sap  has 
retreated  to  its  inward  Cells,  to  avoid  the  Rigout 
of  the  nipping  Froft,  and  the  cruel  jBO^tftCtll 
TBIafifjS  t  Thus  for  a  time  its  Vigour  has  been  re- 
tarded, but  at-  the  Return  of  Spring,  the  genial 
Warmth  of  the  Sun  has  encouraged  the  tender  Buds 
to^  fpring  forth,  and  the  Plant  has  flourifti'd  agaia 
with  more  Glory  than  ever.    But  what  the  Malice 
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of  an  Enemy  could  nor^   the  Kindnefs  of  a  Friin.? 
has  p£rforni'd,  the  unskilful   Gardener  has  fix'd  h^^; 
knife  to  the  Root,  cut  off  the  Sourft  from  whc 
Supplies  proceeded   to  the  external  Parts,   and 
Trees  has  withered  and  died  away.    I  may  venture 
make  this  Application  to  Chriftianity,  and  (hall  ijy 
port  the  fame  by  Inftances  of  matters  of  Fail,  fuch 
as  will  convince  the  Reader,  that  Princes  have  often 
prov'd  unskillful  Gardeners  to  the  Church.     Th^y 
have  either  planted  poifonous  Weeds  rhercirt,  or  h^v. 
cut  down  its  moft  flourifhing  Cedars,  or  have  flu 
down  its  fecureft  Fences,  and  laid  open  its  Pale, 

I  propofe  therefore  to  give  the  Readers  Prece* 
dents, 

I.  That  the  Church  has  done  much  better  wiihbir* 
the  Concurrence  of  the  Magiftrate. 

IF.  What  harm  the  civil  Magiftrate  has  often  dc^t 
the  Church  by  his  pretended  Patronage,  iu  influenci  .^ 
Councils  and  Synods^ 


ty^  <i^  ^SS  'Sl** 
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^^^  H  E  Firft  Grand  Herefy  which  infefted 
^X^^^Q  the  Chriftian  Church  after  ConJiantim''s 
5^  T  ^^  full  Poflefllon  of  the  Empire,  was  the 

S^^)2ZI  -^^^'^^^  ^"^  '^  ^^  confider  its  Rife  and 
i^^i)ax?<5  -^5  Progrels,  we  (haU  find  that  when 
the  Church  was  left  to  her  felf,  (he  went 
the  moft  effedtual  way  to  fupprels  it.  But  when 
the  Emperor  interpofed,  aU  went  to  wreck  again, 
and  by  his  means  ^lone  ip  arriv'd  to  fuch  an  heighth, 
as  to  over-run  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  the  World. 

(a)  When  Arim  firft  began  to  Q^read  his  Herefy, 
'Alexander  his  Bifliop  took  the  moft  direft  way  and 
depriv'd  him ;  if  the  feme  Canonical  Method 
had  been  clofely  purfu'd,  where-ever  his  Herefy 
Ipread,  both  againft  the  Bifliops  and  Presbyters  who 
adher'd  to  his  Impiety,  before  the  Infeftion  was 
gone  too  far.  The,  World  would  have  been  much 
moreealy  than  it  vvas,  but  when  Confiantine  appeared, 
he  added  Reputation  thereto,  he  made  Arhfs  who 
otherwife  would  have  funk  under  Contempt,  con* 
fiderable ;  he  rais'd  the  Spirits  of  the  Arch  Heretjck, 
and  made  him  believe  himfelf  fomebody,  and  aipire 
ro  be  the  Head  of  the  new  Religion,  he  was  not 
us'd  as  one  who  had  broach'd  a  grols  Impiety,  for 
which  his  very  Tongue  ought  to  have  been  bor*^ 
thro\    But  he  was  us'd  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  tha* 
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it  had  not  been  determin'd,  whether  he  was  an 
Heretick  or  not ;  yet  this  was  a  Cafe,  in  which  no 
lefsthan  theDivinity  of  our  Saviour  was  concerned,  and 
one  would  think  that  Chriftians  ought  not  but  to  be 
jealous  for  the  Honour  of  their  God  :  Yet  did  Con- 
ftantine  write  a  Letter  {b)  to  jilexander  and  to  Arim 
jointly,  i.  e.  to  the  Bifliop  and  his  depriv'd  blafphe- 
mous  Presbyter,  as  tho'  they  had  been  Colleagues, 
makes  the  w^hole  Difpute  to  turn  upon  a  trifling 
Queftion,  as  he  calls  it,  which  (hews  either  had  very 
debauched  Notions  of  Chriftianity,  or  a  very  indif- 
ferent Judgment.  However  he  amicably  advifes, 
that  they  jfihould  agree  the  matter,  and  compound 
away  the  Divinity  of  our  blefled  Saviour.  This 
might  h^ve  perhaps  diffused  a  prefent  Tranquility 
over  the  Church  :  But  it  wou'd  have  been  bought  at 
a  dear  rate,  and  fuch  Confequences  wou'd  have 
follow  d  as  have  happened  upon  a  like  occafion  in 
pur  times« 

The  terrible  Shock  Jit.Clarh  and  Mr.WhifiongdX^ 
to  our  Religion  fome  time  fince  was  avoided,  in- 
ftead  of  being  encounter d  with.  The  firft  patchy 
up  the  Profecution  with  a  (ham  Recantation,  which 
he  laugh'd  at  when  he  had  done,  and  enjoys  ftill  a 
moft  confiderable  Preferment  in  the  publick  Churches. 

But  what  follows  from  hence,  he  has  been  le- 
conded  by  fome  confiderable  Divines  fince  Dr.  Hare, 
tho'  the  leafl:  confiderable  of  any  of  the  reft,  has 
openly  proclaimed  his  Notions  to  the  World,  and  I 
am  much  afraid,  that  the  Jrian  Herefy  has  taken 
fuch  a  deep  Root,  that  it  will  be  hard  to  be  driven 
out  •,  *fis  true  no  publick  Noife  or  Separation  has 
*|?een  made,    Put  Numbers  officiate  at  Divine  Ser- 
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Vice,  who  invocate  the  Holy  Ghofi:  with  their  Lips, 
but  deny  him  in  their  Hearts;  and  greater  Numbers 
ftill  of  the  Laity  look  upon  the  Gloria  Patri  to  be 
an  Immoral  Part  of  Divine  Worfliip.  Does  any 
Man  think  this  Flame  will  ever  lie  fupprefs'd ;  when 
it  has  gathered  more  Strength,  it  will  burft  forth 
into  a  more  dreadful  Conflagration ;  in  the  mean 
time,  the  Devil  fteals  away  Numbers  of  Souls  un- 
known, who  proceed  with  counterfeit  Saniftity  to 
the  Sacred  Altars. 

This  was  all  the  Benefit  which  cou'd  have  ac- 
crued to  Chriftianity  by  Lonjtantme*s  care,  however 
his  Letters  were  not  obey'd  ;  Alexander  had  a  bet- 
ter Senfe  of  Expedients,  the  Emperors  mighty 
Projed:  fell  to  the  ground ;  to  recover  this  Step,  he 
call'd  the  Council  of  JV/c^,  which  alas  gave  ftill  but 
greater  Reputation  to  Arms  C^ufe,  his  Party  took 
heart,  when  they  faw  their  new  Notions  make  fuch 
a  ftir,  that  no  lefs  than  a  General  Council  cou'd 
determine  whether  he  was  in  the  wrong,  and  they 
were  admitted  to  difpute  with  the  Orthodox  about 
Points,  which  one  wou'd  think  had  been  fufficiently 
determined  before  by  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the 
concurrent  Teftimony  of  the  Church. 

If  the  Emperor  had  been  quiet,  and  left  the 
Church  to  purfue  her  own  Methods,  all  had  beea 
welL  But  when  the  Hereticks  found  that  the  Em- 
peror might  polfibly  be  gain'd  over,  they  were  ob- 
ftinately  bent,  and  feem'd  willing  if  their  Caufe 
was  loft  in  the  Council,  to.  have  it  revived  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  fecular  Arm. 

'Tis  true,  Hiftorians  do  agree  the  Council  was 
call'd  by  Confiantine\  Letters  ;  yet  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, that  he  either  prorogued  or  diiTolv'd  them. 

(c)  Svcrms 


(c)  Socrates  fays,  "  the  Biftiops  in  that  Synod  when 
*^  they  had  finifh'd  their  Bufinefs  and  digefted  their 
^*  Canons  into  Order,  every  Man  departed  to  his 
•^  own  home. 

(d)  But  to  proceed.  The  Emperor  by  the  perfwa* 
fions  of  a  Woman  and  of  an  Jrian  Prieft,  writes 
with  his  ou/n  hand  a  Letter  to  Arifu,  and  invites  hin^ 
with  the  ardency  and  affedion  of  a  Brother,  to  come 
to  him,  an  Aft  of  m'ghty  Condefcention  and  worthy 
of  a  Catholick  Supream  Majeltrate  ;  fand  as  Mo- 
derns will  have  him,)  Head  of  the  Church.  Jriia 
fubfcrib'd  to  a  Recantation  not  much  unlike  Dodor 
darks.  The  Emperor,  who  underftood  as  much 
Divinity  as  fuch  Heads  of  the  Church  generally  dp, 
accepted  the  pretended  Satisfadion  Arins  had  made, 
and  fenc  him  to  Alexandria^  where  he  fnet  from 
the  Great  Atbanajins  fuch  a  Reception  as  he  deferv'd. 
That  great  and  good  Man  was  ignorant  of  the  Extent 
of  the  Emperors  Regale,  he  imagin'd  the  civil  Maje- 
ftrate  cou'd  have  no  Power  to  in^pofe  a  known  He- 
retick  upon  the  Communion  of  the  Cdx\io\\ck  Churchy 
in  this  adted  as  a  Man  of  Confcience,  and  one  whp 
underftood  the  Sacred  Depoficum  in  his  hands,  ancj  I 
think  he  ought  to  be  a  pattern  for  this  indolent  age, 
I  deliver  it  therefore  as  my  humble  Opinion,  thati 
the  prefent  Bifhopsof  thepublick  Churches  can  do 
no  lels  than  excommunicate  profeft  Hereticks,  whey 
ther  Presbyters  or  Bifhops. 

(e)  But  Athanafttu  regardlefs  of  the  frowns  of  the 
civil  ^'a]eftrate,  where  his  Honour,  his  ConfciencQ, 
or  his  Duty  were  concerned,  caft  to  the  Winds  the 


(c)  ToTi  5  0/  hf  T?  C«»°<^^  imiffKoTroi  )^  in^tt  wet  iye^-^ 

1^  i;^fW^»  Soc.  Hut.  Eccl.  I.  c.  p. 

(d)  Socrates  c.  xp.  {e)  Socrites  lib,  c.  lo. 
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carneft  Solicitations  of  the  Emperor  to  rellore  Arim 
to  Communion,  the  one  was  wrote  in  fiich  a  riianda* 
tory  Stile,  as  I  believe  wou'd  have  (hak'd  Ldmktb 
had  it  been  at  Alexandria.  * 

(/)  "  As  you  cannot  pretend  Ignorance  of  my 
"  Pleafure,  immediately  open  wide  the  Gates  of  the 
•'Church,  that  all  may  enter  who  have  a  mind 
•*  thereto  ;  for  if  I  underftand  that  any  fuch  Perlbn 
"  is  refus'd,  I  will  fend  a  fufficient  Power  to  remove 
«*  you  from  your  Preferment. 

However,  Athmajim  difobey'd  the  unrighteous 
Command,  and  the  Emperor  was  not  fo  far  loft  to 
common  Modefty,  as  to  pretend  to  deprive  him. 

But  it  was  furely  the  moft  extravagant  Demand 
that  ever  was  known,  to  require  a  Chriftian  Bifhop 
to  open  his  Church  Doors,  and  let  indifcriminately 
every  Sed  and  Herefy  therein. 

But  ftill  Athanafius  was  the  objed  of  the  Emperors 
Spleen,  and  after  being  varioully  harrafsM  by  the 
Impertinence  of  his  Enemies,  his  Cefarean  Majefty 
took  care,  that  the  Synod  of  Tyre  fliou'd  take  his 
Cafe  into  their  Cognizance,  in  Relation  to  a  preten- 
ded Riot  at  Marellisy  but  not  one  Word  was  alleg'd 
againft  him  of  his  Difobedience  to  the  Emperors 
mandatory  Letter. 

(g)  This  Council  was  pack'd  for  the  purpofe,  and 
unanimoufly  received  the  Heretick  Ariw  to  Commu- 
nion, after  having  remov'd  Athanafifu  by  aSynodical 
Deprivation. 

?iOnJifiO{f  Hi  jiw  ixrc^^fnaif  eiaiK^v itu^Kr^nv  mt^€K^  t&J  «• 

^^ii<p!y^i^  ffi  if   i^f  Mhi^tff  )^  ^  Tiinp  ftfrnrw^yT*. 

:>f f  t ccJ. Hilt.  lib.  I.  c.  10. 
(g)  Sjc,  I.  I.  c.  ai. 

.  Thus 


^  ^  ^  .  '«. 

Thus  by  the  Emperors  interfering  in  the  Councib 
a^d  Affairs  of  the  Church,  Arianifm  tookfuch  a  deep 
root,  and  caus'd  fuch  miferable  Confufions,  as  no  Age 
hut  our  own  can  parallel. 

Confiantim  the  Succeffpr  of  Confiantm  governed  • 
his  Eunuchs  and  his  Women,  and  advanced  the  Regale 
one  Step  higher  than  Gonfiamine.  By  viewing  (bme 
remarkable  Incidents  in  his  Reign,  we  ftiall  arrive 
to  a  Notion  of  the  fatal  Gonfequences,  which  flow'd 
from  the  Emperors  Power  and  Influence  over  the 
Qiurch. 

{h)  Taulm  a  Man  who  had  join'd  with  his  youth 
the  Prudence  and  Experience  of  old  Age,  wasca- 
lionica^^ly  chofen  Bifliop  of  Conjtantinofle.    But  hi^- 
Crime  vuas,  that  he  lov'd  the  true  Catholick  Faith, 
and  wou'd  not  part  with  his  God. 

Fpr  this  Conftantius  fummon'd  a  Synod  of  Arians^ 
who  depos'd  Vauhts^  and  plac'd  Eufehius  ofl^icomedia 
ia  his  Room,  a  Man  who  had  been  the  moft  vigo- 
rous  Stickler  for  Arianifm  of  any  Bifiiop  in  the  Eaft* 
Thus  was  the  Church  in  a  fine  Condition,  when 
BiOiops  were  impos'd  upon  her,  who  disbelieved  the 
%SQm^]so{  Religion^  a/id  had  not  the  fame  God 
with  their  Flock. 

:  -0  After  this  a  Synod  was  eall'd  at  Antioch  \n: 
Syrift^  in  y^liich  the  Emperor  was  prefent,  in  this 
Syn9d  the. Great  Athanajtuis  See.was. .fiU'd  by  an 
Avian  Gfegorius  by  Name,  a  new  Creed. was  madei 
for  the  Benefit  of  thofe  who  wou'd  not  fubfcribe 
to  the  Ntcene. 

After  this  the  Emperor- 0?^/^J^f/W  had  the  Mor- 
tifcaEion  to  fee  his  Earty.oatYoted  In  the  Council 

•jj>  ^Ji- '^Axv*  V    • ':  :ri   >^'i;t  \rt\K'\>:i.^   \'^   '/'  k''    ' 

: T^^ns-jJrrjH  >i.\  Vr    '^  [^   >^f^'  ■  ■  ,  ^    i  ■  -^  . 

fjp.  Soc,  l>b.  2,  c.  4. 
-(0  boc.l.  1.  c.s. 
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of  SarMce.  'The  Nicene  Faith  re-eftabli{ii*d,  and 
Athanaftus  and  PauU:^  reftor'd. 

(k)  The  Regale  began  at  this  time  to  droops  the 
Weftern  Bifhops  bravely  alFerted  the  Righrs  of  the 
Church,  and  Conjtantius  when  he  cou'd  not  help  it, 
was  forc'd  to  recal  the  Great  Patron  of  Ghriftanity 
from  Banirtiment.  The  fab  tie  fmooth  Letters  the 
Emperor  vouchfafed  to  that  Holy  Father,  are  an  in- 
ttance,  that  the  Church  can  never  be  ruin'd  but  when 
the  Clergy  wane  Courage. 

(/)  "  I  can  no  longer  bear  to  fee  you  tofs'd  by 
^^  the  rough  waves  oftempeftuous  Seas;  my  Cle- 
"  mency  will  not  fuffer  a  Man  of  your  Piety  to 
*'  continue  banifh'd  from  your  native  home,  (poil'd 
"  of  the  goods  of  Fortune,  and  w^andring  thro'  bar- 
•^  ren  Delerts  and  devious  Paths, 

Yet  was  all  this  wrote  to  a  Man  he  hated  in  his 
Heart,  for  his  Virtue,  Firmnefs  and  Integrity  5  and 
whofe  Life  he  wou'd  have  given  half  his  Empire  to 
have  taken  away. 

Now  the  Affairs  of  the  Church  began  to  put  on 
ant^w  Face,  [m)  Athanajim  in  his  journey  to  Akx^ 
andria  paft'd  thro^  yerufalem,  Maximiis  who  had  be- 
fore fubfcrib'd  to  his  Deprivation,  repented,  call'd  a 
Synod,  and  received  Atbanafius  into  Communion. 
This  Synod  I  obferve  met  without  Confiantiuss  writ. 

Upon  this,  Urfacius  and  Falens  the  moft  bittei! 
Enemies  of  Atbanafius^  and  the  moft  vigorous  Sup- 
porters of  Arius  repair  to  recant  their  Errors,  fub- 


(fe)  Soc.  lib.  2.  C.  18. 
of^Uif  yMfjuL(nv  dyexQii  in,  ci(pijKtP  w  7'  iwiTi^i  fiyutej'nf\&' 

^d^l@'  w^^  kv(nSeiix.»   Soc.  lib.  z.  c»  iS. 
(m)  Soc,  1,  X,  c,  J9« 
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fcrib'd  to  the  Nictne  Creed,  and  write  to  Athanafius] 
in  which  they  promife  to  communicate  for  the  fu- 
ture with  him. 

But  upon  the  Death  of  Confians  the  Emperor  of 
the  Weft,  whofe  Influence  kept  Confiantim  within 
bounds,  Athanajim  was  left  unfheltred  to  the  Rage 
of  an  incens'd  Emperor  j  his  Enemies  began  to  ftir, 
and  repeated  Alarms  would  have  put  a  Man  of  lefs 
Courage  into  a  great  Confternation. 

(n)  But  in  the  midft  of  thefe  Storms  he  call'd  a 
Synod  at  Alexandria^  in  which  the  Canons  of  Sardiee 
and  the  Determinations  of  the  Council  ofjerufakm 
were  confirm'd.  However,  he  was  forc'd  to  run 
away  as  foon  as  he  had  done,  to  avoid  the  known 
Clemency  of  Conftantiusy  who  would  have  been  glad 
to  fee  him  hang'd,  a  Fate  his  Fellow  Sufferer  Taulm 
cou'd  not  avoid. 

ip)  After  this  Confiantius  call'd  a  Council  at  5/>- 
mtum^  which  brought  no  more  credit  to  Chriftianity 
than  the  former  j  and  in  (hort  took  care  to  be  as 
inconfiftent  in  their  Creeds  and  Conduft,  as  the 
Moderns  are  at  this  Day.  They  were  for  the  moft 
Part  Anans  in  their  Hearts,  and  they  were  fenfible 
the  World  thought  them  io.  But  as  they  had  a 
Caufe  to  carry  on  contrary  to  their  open  Profef- 
fion,  they  made  Photinm  a  SabelUan  Heretick  their 
Property,  he  was  formally  produced  before  the 
Council  accus'd  of  Sahelltanifm,  tho'  they  were  e- 
qually  impious  as  himfelf,  only  to  make  the  World 
believe  they  had  fome  Religion,  which  alas  was 
very  hard  to  do  in  that  Age,  which  knew  them  too 
well. 


(n)  Soc,  lib.  1.  c.  29, 
{o)  Soc.  lib»i.  c,  X5. 
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Thefe  Men  with  Impudence  enough  could  de- 
clare againft  Ananifm  with  the  iitmoil  Abhorrence 
imaginable,  bat  ftill  they  muft  make  a  Creed,  which 
was  in  (hort  no  better  than  finding  fault  with  the 
old  one ;  and  yet  this  new  Creed  had  the  Claufe  of 
oneSubftance  contained  therein. 

When  this  Point  was  gain'd,  they  carried  it  for 
another  Creed,  in  which  they  entirely  dropp'd  the 
Word  Subjlantia^  which  was  a  great  Step  to  their 
farther  views. 

This  was  the  good  they  did  as  to  Religion,  and 
they  concluded  all  with  a  pious  Adl  of  breaking 
the  Bones  of  an  aged  Bifliop  and  (/>)  Confeflbr,  Oji^s 
of  Corduba^  and  making  him  renounce  his  Faith, 
and  turn  Apoftate  in  his  old  Age. 

(cj)  But  to  make  farther  havock,  Confiantm  call'd  a 
Council  at  Milan  on  purpofe,  more  effectually  to 
blaft  Athanafim.  But  here  the  Regale  met  a  Re- 
pulfe,  the  Bifliop  was  acquitted,  and  his  Enemies 
confounded  with  Shame. 

The  Emperor  determin'd  to  pufli  the  Regale  to 
the  higheft  Extremity,  and  to  banifli  all  the  Non* 
complyers.  But  more  cool  and  prudential  Coun- 
cils took  place,  he  divides  the  Weftern  Bifliops  from 
the  Eaftern,  order'd  the  firft  to  meet  at  Anmimmy 
and  the  latter  at  Nicomedia :  But  when  the  Game 
Cocks  were  parted,  they  ftill  fell  out  amongft  them- 
felves.  At  Arlminnfn  there  was  a  Divifion,  one  Part 
adher'd  to  Confiantim^  and  voted  in  favour  of  his 
Herefy,  while  the  other  condemn'd  it  flatly ;  and 


lib.  2.  c.  z6. 
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'Athanajim  in  his  Eplftle  cancerning  (r)  this  Council 
(aich^  that  the  Ariam  made  their  Emperor  their 
Rule  of  Faith,  and  pra(9-iced  an  unulual  thing,  to 
date  the  Confeffion  of  their  Faith  in  the  time  of 
fuch  a  Confulate. 

However,  the  Majority  of  the  Council  afked  like 
Men  of  Honpiir  and  Confcience,  and  without  any 
Regard  to  %  Mandate  from  ConfiantiuSy  to  proceed 
on  that  Affair,  they  deposed  VaUns^  Urfacim^  Aux- 
entm^  Germmttm^  Cams  and  Demafhtlas^  becaulc  they 
were  obitinate  Ari^s.. 

The  prnperor  began  to  ftomach  this  dealing,  but 
cjefer'd  to  fhew  his  Malice  till  the  Council  difpe^'s'd, 
and  then  hi§  Regale  play'd  .^ke  the  Stork  amongft 
the  Frogs,  (wept  up  whole  BKhopricks  at  once,  and 
fi\y^  the  World  w:lth  banilh^d  CQnfeflr>rs  and  unfor- 
j unate  honeft  Men  ^  in  this  (cuffle  Ltkrms  Bilbop  of 
jRow^  was.  banifhed.  But  the  Imporiu-'iries  of  his 
Flock  who  adherd  to  him  in  the  midft  of  the  Op- 
prefllires  lie  lay  under,  caus'd  him  to  bereftor'd. 

But  to  return  to  the  other  Council,  which  was  to 
aflembfle  at  Nicomedia^  the  Incornmodioufhels  of  the 
place  caus'd  them  to  meet  at  Sekma ;  io  this  Coun- 
cil the  Imperial  Lieutenant  Leon^  was  prefent,  here 
the  Avians  after  various  ftruggles  finding  themfelves 
outvoted,  procured  Leonas  by  Virtue  of  the  Regale 
to  diflblve  the  (Council,  which  gave  a  very  fair  ex- 
cufe  to  the  Avians  to  return  home,  Biit  the  Ca- 
tholick  Bifhops  had  another  Notion  of  the  Imperial 
jDiffoIution.    They  fate  in  fpite  of  the  Lieutenant, 


|««7T  mffj  lUi  fe^vijUBi^  077  (U  fUTf'pn&Vf  e6^^«  pm!  ffH  J^qV"^ 
Smm   ^/?;^  'i^  T¥7WK  j5  sn57f •  Soc«  lib»  Z*  Ct  ZJo 

ende<} 


(13) 
ended    their  bufinefs,  deprived  feveral  Arians,  and 
returned  home.    The  Emperor  gnafli'd  with  his  Teeth, 
but  could  not  help  himfelf 

I  appeal  to  the  Reader,  whether  the  Regale  did 
not  lay  wafte  Chriftanity  in  Confiantius's  Reign, 
whether  any  period  of  time  was  crouded  with  fo 
many  Ecclefiaftical  Quarrels  and  Incidents  of  an 
uncommon  Nature.  But  I  cannot  help  commend- 
ing the  Conftancy  of  the  Council  of  SeUuea^  who 
wou'd  not  be  broke  by  the  Regale,  wou'd  not  dif- 
perfe  upon  the  imperial  Mandate,  but  carried  all 
their  points  like  true  Chriftian  Heroes  as  they  were, 
may  their  Names  be  wrote  in  deep  Charafters  in  the 
in  the  Hearts  of  all  good  Men,  who  have  any  efteem 
for  Courage  and  Honour. 

Upon  Confianms's  Death,  the  Chriftians  fell  under 
the  Difcipline  of  an  incens'd  Apoftate  J«//^«;  who 
cunningly  knew  the  Methods  of  exterminating  Chri- 
itianity  if  it  had  been  poffible,  not  by  Halters  ami  Axes, 
but  by  working  upon  the  Paffions  of  Men  by  Flatte- 
ry,  fecret  Severities,  Court  Preferments  and  the  like; 
which  made  a  greater  Corruption  amongft  the  Cler- 
gy than  ever  was  known  before-  But  if  he  had 
thought  upon  the  Regale  he  had  more  efFe(^u- 
ally  done  his  Bufinefs.  However,  he  did  not  con- 
cern himfelf  with  Affairs  of  that  Nature;  the  Church 
incomparifon  with  Confiantm's  Reign  injoy'dacalm. 
yltham/ius  fummon'd  a  Council  at  Akxandria^  in 
which  the  T<iicene  Faith  was  confirmed.  But,  Athana^ 
fius  was  not  profecuted  by  Julian  in  a  Vrammin  upon 
that  account- 

I  (hall  conclude  this  Reign  with  fbme  obfervations 
upon  Julians  Conduct  to  the  Chriftians. 

He  took  particular  care  to  build  Churches  for 
Scbfmaticks,  particularly  he  commanded  that  z,No- 
n;manQ\i\XK\i  at  Cyx,mr^  vnKichEleHjins  the  Biftop  had 
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leveird  With  the  Ground,  under  a  fevere  Penalty 
fliou'd  be  rebuilt  at  their  own  Charge  again. 

(t)  She  took  away  from  the  Clergy  all  the  Privi- 
leges and  Honours  Confiantius  had  beftowed  upon 
them,  and  abrogated  the  Laws  made  in  their  favour. 

(u)  He  (hew'd  fome  Lenity  to  thofe  Bifhops  Con- 
fiantius  h^d  banifh'd,  not  out  of  any  real  Affedion  or 
Pity,  but  only  to  llur  Confiantius's  Memory,  and  make 
him  appear  vindidive  and  oppreffive. 

He  received  into  his  Court  Aetius  tho'  banifli'd  by 
Confiantius  for  Treafonable  Practices. 

He  encourag'd  Non-refidence  and  kept  the  Clergy 
from  their  Flocks,  that  in  time  they  might  forget  Re- 
ligion, (x)  He  endeavour'd  as  much  as  lay  in  his  Pow- 
er, to  excite  Divifions  amongft  the  Clergy. 

He  punifli'd  no  Wickednefs  in  any  of  his  own 
Parry,  but  lay  the  whole  burthen  upon  the  Chriftians, 
and  if  his  Friends  had  fome  (light  Reprimand  they  had 
lecret  Intimations  to  proceed. 

(y)He  thought  he  cou  d  never  tye  Men  fufficiently 
his  intereft%  unlefs  he  made  them  facrifice,  renounce 
their  R^eligion,  and  lift  in  the  Devils  Service.  Thofe 
who  cou'd  not,  he  difmifs'd  from  his  Army,  and  from 
his  Councils. 

(z,)  When  he  could  lay  no  Crime  to  the  Chriftians 
charge,  he  wou'd  make  their  not  (acrificing  a  pre- 
tence to  exclude  them  from  the  Privileges  of  Subjefts, 
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and  the  benefit  of  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  the  bear- 
ing any  office  of  Honour  in  the  Empire. 

(a)  He  having  done  fomething  to  dilbblige  the 
People  of  Antkch ;  they  derided  his  long  Beard,  and 
rais'd  fome  Speculations  upon  the  Figure  of  a  Bull 
upon  his  Coin :  They  faid  he  governed  like  a  mad 
Bull,  who  overturned  all  before  him  with-  his  Horns. 
However,  he  put  up  the  Jeft,  and  thought  a 
ridiculous  affront  deferved  no  other  Punilhmenc 
than  a  ridiculous  Anfwer ;  and  he  put  out  a  Book 
caird  Mifopogan  by  way  of  ridicule  on  his  own 
Beard :  (b)  To  the  latter  end  of  his  Reign  he  began 
to  exercife  more  open  Severities^  caft  the  Chriftians 
into  Prifon. 

(c)  He  (hew'd  a  greater  Affecflion  for  Jews  and  Infi-j 
dels  than  for  Chriftians. 

The  Reader  may  by  this  (hort  sketch  perceive 
JuliaTts  Scope,  what  he  drove  at,  and  how  for  his 
aims  extended.  However,  he  fell  (hort  in  his  Politicks, 
and  wanted  to  be  inftrudled  by  our  Engli^  Monarch 
Henry  VIU.  who  had  a  reach  much  beyond  any  be- 
fore him. 

(d)  Sozomen  obferves,  that  during  7«//Ws  Reign  the 
Arian  Gontroverfy  flept.  The  Chriltians  heartily  and 
fincerely  united  againft  the  common  Enemy,  but  he 
was  no  fooner  dead  than  they  all  fell  together  by  the 
ears  again. 

A  Council  of  y4;iri^^^  began  to  aflertin  loud  terms 
the  Nicene  Faith,  they  met  without  confulting  the 
Emperor,  and  (ent  him  an  account  of  their  Deter- 

vsr'  ^axnw  nytudvi  dvxTfJl^vjL  imjiilS^^ov.  Sozom.lib.  5.C.I& 
(h)  Sozomen  lib.  5.  c.  19. 
(0  Sozomen  lib.  5.  c.  ir. 
(d)  Sgzomen  jib.  6,  c  4, 
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minations,  together  with  fome  Refleftions  upon  the 
Eunomians  and  Avians  who  began  to  iiir.  Bat  the 
fliort  Reign  oi  Jovian  gave  no  opportunity  for  any 
great  Difturbance  at  that  time,  {e)  Valentmian  and 
Vakns  parted  the  Empire  between  them,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  whofe  Reigns,  as  f^akntmtan  was  paffing  thro' 
Thrace  in  his  Journey  to  Rome,  the  poor  (pirited 
Biftiops  of  that  Neighbourhood  addrefe'd  him  in  a 
very  humble  fuppliant  manner,  by  their  Envoy  Hy- 
fattan  Bifhop  oi  Heracl  a^  ihat  they  might  have  Li- 
berty to  meet  in  Council  to  fettle  the^r  Articles  of 
Faith.  The  Emperor  (/)  return'd  a  very  difcreet  An- 
fwer,  that  as  he  was  a  Lay- man  he  had  no  concern 
in  their  Affairs.  But  it  was  incumbent  upon  their 
Bilhops  to  take  care  of  that  matter. 

Upon  this  they  fummond  a  Council  at  Lamffacum^ 
in  which  they  receiv'd  the  recanting  Eudoxians  to 
Communion,  and  exhibited  a  Form  ot  Faith  corref- 
pondenc  to  the  Nicene  to  the  Emperor  VaUns. 

The  Emperor  made  ufe  of  the  Regale,  in  order 
to  induce  thofe  Reverend  Fathers  to  change  their 
Principles,  and  contorm  to  EuJoxms  Sentiments  and 
upon  their  abfolute  Refufal,  he  took  the  modern 
Method  of  exrerminating  the  beft  Part  of  them  from 
their  Bifiiopricks,  and  placing  Jrtans  in  their  Rooms.- 
The  relt  he  beat,  impnfon'd  and  fin'd  at  his  Plea- 
fiire;  fiich  were  the  blefltd  etfefts  of  the  Regale  in 
thofe  Days. 

(g)  However  the  Cathol'ck  Bifhops  did  not  want 
Spirit  at  certain  Intervals  to  refift  the  overwhelming 


(e)  Sozomen  lib.  6.  c.  j. 

A.or,'9  C^/t'T^'l-  SoZ.  1.6.  C.  7. 

{^)  Sozomen  lib.  6.  c»ii. 
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Torrenr.  A  certain  Number  without  i  Commifllcii 
from  the  Civil  Magiftrate  met  azTjam,  and  in  Con- 
cert with  theBifhops  of  the  Weft,  agreed  to  adjourn 
to  Tarfus:  But  the  Emperor  prevented  that  Cdngrefs 
with  the  fecular  Arm;  Impnfbn'd,  Banifh'd  aid  Di(- 
pers'd  all  he  thought  would  be  troublefome  to  hiiii 
and  a  bar  to  his  Defigns,  he  moreover  expell'd  tho(e 
Bifhops  who  had  been  depriv  d  by  Conflantim^  and  re- 
ftor'd  by  his  Succeffour.  The  Church  was  chen  in  a 
moft  bitter  State  of  Perfecution ;  Preferments  and  Sun- 
(hine  had  drawn  oVer  to  Herefy  Numbers  of  the 
well-dre(s'd  and  infignificant  Clergy^  and  the  true 
Catholick  Church  confifted  only  of  r^w^?75  inur'd  to 
Hardfliips  and  Fatigue. 

I  muft  needsconfefs,Ido  not  think  a  Church  is  left 
glorious  under  a  Stare  of  Perfecution :  But  however, 
it  proves  fatal  to  Multitudes  of  unhappy  Men,  who 
fall  under  the  Direftion  of  wicked  Paftors,  who  have 
no  other  Eye  to  the  Flock,  than  to  deprive  them  of 
their  Money  and  their  Confcience  at  once. 

(Jb)  This  Perfecution  under  Falens  rag*d  lo  Rich  a 
Degree,  that  80  Reverend  Divines,  becaufe  they  pre- 
lented  a  Form  of  their  Faith  to  the  Emperor,  were 
put  into  a  Veflel,  thruft  into  the  Sea,  and  Fire  was 
fet  to  the  Ship.  The  Confequence  of  this  Imperial 
Clemency  was,  that  the  poor  Wretches  had  their 
choice  of  going  out  of  the  Worjd  two  ways. 

By  this  time,  the  Reader  may  have  a  clear  and  di- 
ftindl:  View  of  the  Mifchiefs  flowing  from  the  Regale, 
when  in  the  Hand  even  of  a  lawful  Prince  dilpos'd  to 
ruin  the  Church. 

But  what  (hall  we  fay,  in  cafe  of  an  Ufurpation^ 
Xvhen  in  all  probability  the  Ufurper  is  a  Man  of  aban* 
don'd  Principles,  encouraged  by  Fadion  orEnthufiafm 


(*)  Sozomen  lib.  6,  c.  14.  Thcodotet  lib.  4.  c,  zU 
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to  a  defperate  Undertaking,  which  Providence  is 
pleas'd  fometimes  to  Crown  with  Succefs :  Supuofe 
he  (hou'd  be  an  O/iwr  or  a  Vhocasy  in  whatCircnm- 
ftances  is  the  Church  involvd,  hampered  even  by  her 
own  Conftitiition  and  her  own  Laws,  and  infallibly 
ruin'd.  States  and  Kingdoms  are  not  fettled  upon  an 
everlafting Foundation:  They  are  exposed  to  Foreign 
Conv-juefts,  Domeftick  Rebellions,  and  the  ill  Con- 
duct of  a  capricious  lawful  Monarch.  Bat  the  Church 
of  Chrirt  is  to  endure  ro  the  end  of  the  World :  And 
we  may  fiippofe  our  blefled  Saviour  has  left  his 
Church  fubtilting  Principles,  to  eniible  it  to  Hand 
the  Attacks  of  Time  and  the  Accidents  of  Fate,  to 
which  mortal  Eftablifliments  are  ever  fubjeft.  Chrifl: 
hasobferv'd,  a  Man  does  riot  build  his  Houfe  upon 
the  Sand,  which  hedefigns  fhould  endure  the  Storms 
and  rempeftuous  Winds. 

Buttoreairn.  TheChurchwas  reftor'd  to  her  Tri- 
umphant State  by  the  Death  o(  Falens.  Gratian  h\9 
Succeflour  granted  fbme  Refpite  to  her. 

0)  TheoJcfvfs  fummon'd  rhe  (econd  general  Council 
of  Confiaminople ,  in  which  he  made  it  his  care  to  ad- 
vance the  City  of  his  Refidenceto  a  Patriarchal  See^ 
next  to  that  of  Rcme,  and  confirm'd  the  fame  by  civil- 
Sand  ions. 

I  observe  from  hence,  that  the  Emperor  had  been 
better  employ'd  in  fecular  Atfairs,  than  in  promoting 
and  encouraging  a  Council  to  betray  their  own 
Rights,  and  give  into  a  monftrous  Ufurpation  upon 
the  Privileges  of  thofe  who  were  to  come  after  them. 
I  mav  venture  to  fay,  the  Encroachments  of  the 
Pope  of  Rome  have  been  as  much  owing  to  this  Gon- 
diid,  as  to  any  one  Step  that  ever  was  taken. 


(i)  Socr.  lib.  5,  8.  Soz.  lib.  7.  c.  9.  Du.  Penne.  de  Antiq. 
Eccki.  Diiciplin.  lib.  i.  Sec.  ii* 
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For  if  the  Pope  had  flood  alone  Patriarch  of  his  few 
Suburbicarian  Provinces,  which  was  all  that  he  en- 
joy'd  in  the  Infancy  of  his  Honours,  he  would  not 
have  had  the  leaft  pretence  to  ufarp  upon  the  Weft. 
But  as  Confiantinofle  was  immediarely  plac'd  under 
the  Emperor's  Eye,  and  had  the  large  Jurifdidion  of 
AJia,  Vontm  and  Thrace  conferred  upon  her,  and  ftill 
was  fecond  to  Kome  j  the  Pope  had  fome  Colour  to 
lay  Claim  to  the  Weft^  that  his  Power  fhould  be  fo 
extenfive,  feem'd  natural  enough,  as  Rome  was  Mi- 
ftrefs  of  the  Weftern,  as  well  as  Confiantinofk  of  the 
E/^fterp  Empire  of  the  World. 

This  was  all  the  good  Theodofitu  did  in  the  Coun- 
cil of  Cmjlantino^ky  in  laying  down  the  Foundation 
for  Popery.  I  muft  fincerely  confefs,  that  in  all  my 
Refearches  into  Hiftory,  I  could  never  find  that  Pro- 
vidence ever  gave  a  favourable  Iflfue  to  attempts  of 
'  that  Nature.  The  Regale  was  ever  blafted  by  the 
Judgment  of  Almighty  God,  when  profane  Lay-hands 
were  concerned  in  Ecclefiaftical  AtFairs, 

(Ji)  To  proceed,  the  Eutickians  in  the  Reign  of 
Thodofitts  began  to  make  a  noife  ;  the  Court  feenVd 
to  favour  them,  a  Council  was  call'd  at  Efhe^m. 
But  the  Regale  put  a  Padlock  upon  the  Mouths  of 
Eutiches  Enemies,  under  which  publick  Difcourage- 
ments  the  Hereticks  carried  their  Point,  depriv'd  the 
Orthodox  Bifhops,  and  revived  new  Troubles  in  the 
Church  :  Chryfafhim  the  Emperors  Lieutenant  was 
at  the  bottom  of  all  thefe  Confufions,  the  fecular 
Arm  almoft  ever  being  fure  of  pufliing  the  Church  to 
her  Ruin. 


iTt^N  7^  mp'cwr^S  yjKU'A'^''^^  ■^'^>ii,udC^.3^  Ev?gr.  lib.i.c.io, 
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I  nrght  proceed  in  this  Difcourfe  to  (hew  even 
down  to  our  prefent  times,  what  dreadful  Cohfu- 
fion  the  Regale  has  made.  But  this  is  fiifficient 
to  prove  what  Miferics  have  flow'd  from  the  immo- 
derate life  thereof  in  the  firlt  Ages  ofChriftianity. 

Herefy,  Schifrrj,  Divifions,  Murther  in  the  Streets 
and  publick  Ttraults,  were  the  blefled  effects  of  the 
Regale. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  askeH,  why  thePrimitiye  Chri- 
ftians  gave  in  fo  unanimoufly  to  the  Emperors  fum- 
rnoning  general  Coimcils,  to  which  I  (hall  give  as  clear 
and  c\:v:  ncT:  an  Anfweras  f  can. 

The  Primitive  Chriltians  vjere  fenfible,  that  Ec- 
clefialtical  canons  and  Laws  were  but  of  fmall  force 
as  to  external  ttTects  without  the  fecular  Arm,  as  the 
Church  was  difcharg'd  from  Perfecution,  her  Mem- 
bers in  a  manner  looked  upon  themfelves  to  be  diC- 
charg'd  from  her  Obedience  ;  from  that  time  (he  wa? 
infulred  by  her  own  Sons;  The  Court  and  the  Favours 
of  the  Prince  had  exterminated  the  Notions  of  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Difcipline. 

The  meeting  in  Councils  cou'd  not  well  be  brought 
to  bear  withciu  rhe  Emperors  Licence  and  Favour, 
'by  reafon  of  the  Charge  and  Difficulties  of  Travel, 
whereas  the  Emperor  generally  favour^  theBifhops 
with  Orders  to  his  Lieutenants  to  fee  the  Fathers  fafely 
conveyed  .at  his  proper  coft  and  charge,  to  the  Place 
where  the  Council  was  appointed  to  meet. 

Moreover,  tho'  the  Church  had  Authority  from 
above  to  govern  by  Synods;  yet  as  Chriftian  Society 
is  fo  contrived,  that  it  fhall  not  interfere  with  the 
State. 

The  meeting  together  in  Numbers  has  fbme  Re- 
lation to  the  civil  Majeftrate.  The  Primitive  Chri- 
ftians  generally  paid  the  compliment  to  them  as  to 
ask  their  confcnt  for  that  purpofe.  Tho*they  had  as 
fnuch  Right  to  meet  in  a  Synod  to  confulc  about 

the 
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the  Affairs  of  the  Church,  as  to  meet  in  Congregations 
to  fav  their  Prayers,  and  perform  the  other  Divine 
Offices  of  Religion. 

If  this  Liberty  lies  at  the  mercy  of  the  civil  Ma- 
jeftrate,  Chriftianity  is  but  very  precarious;  (he  is 
exposed  to  be  deftroy'd  by  any  Prince,  who  is  either 
carelefs  of  her  Safety  or  indultrious  to  promote  her 
Ruin. 

Icou'deafily  prove,  that  Popery  grew  up  with  the 
Regale,  overtop'd  it,  and  play'd  all  the  extravagant 
wild  Pranks,  which  the  ocher  wou'd  have  done,  if  the 
Power  had  not  been  taken  away. 

A  Difpute  began  to  arife  in  the  World  concerning 
the  Title  of  univerfal  Bifhop :  The  Patriarch  of  Con^  ' 
Ji ant inople  puSed  up  with  the  Favour  of  the  Prince, 
wou'd  be  content  with  no  lefs,  and  the  jealous  Bifliop 
of  Rome  was  a  continual  bar  in  his  way. 

But  when  Phocas  had  murther'd  his  Mafter  Jldati^ 
ricim  and  ufurp'd  the  Empire,  he  favoured  the  Pre- 
tenfion^  of  the  Bifliops  of  Rome  to  that  Title.  Boni* 
face  was  his  Creature,  Cyriacns  Bifhop  oi  Confiantmo- 
fie  had  a  Tendernels  and  Refentment  for  the  fufFer- 
ings  of  Mauricm^  and  was  confeqnently  the  peculi* 
ar  objed  of  Phocas's  hatred  and  fpleen,  to  fubdue  his 
Integrity  the  Tyrant  beftow'd  the  Title  of  univerfal 
Biftiop  upon  the  Pope. 

Thus  this  Great  Title  which  has  made  fo  much 
noife  fince  in  the  World,  is  derived  from  the  pretend- 
ed Regale  of  a  Paracide,  Tyrant  and  Ufurper. 

I  may  fafely  afTert,  this  was  the  Fountain  from 
whence  the  Streams  of  Error  have  proceeded,  and 
poyfon'd  the  World. 

(k)  Spanheim  obferves,  that  about  this  time,  the 
Churches  of  Spain  complimented  their  Kings,  with 


(k)  Spanheini  Epitom.  Ifag.  S.  7. 
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that  Power  which  was  claim'd  in  other  places  by  the 
Pope. 

In  fliort,  if  we  proceed  to  a  candid  Examination,  we 
fliall  find  that  what  we  call  the  Pontificate  is  no  morp 
than  the  Regalp,  'tis  an  extravagant  Power  beftowed 
by  the  State  upon  the  Pope;  and  as  it  is  deriv'd 
purely  from  the  civil  Power,  it  retains  it's  Nature 
ftill,  and  ought  to  be  look'd  upon  no  otherwife 
than  as  an  liicroachment  of  the  State  upon  the  Pri- 
vileges and  Liberties  of  the  Church. 

This  extravagant  Power  has  ever  given  the  mqft 
bitter  blows  to  ReHgion,  it  has  levell'd  all  that  is 
facred,  and  brought  a  moil  dreadful  Catafiropke  upon 
the  World. 

As  the  i\ge  grew  more  corrupt,  the  more  violent- 
ly it  rag  d.  Ignorance  nurs'd  it  up  and  brought  it  to 
Perfedion. 

The  Emperor  began  with  pretending  to  confirm  the 
decrees  of  the  Councils  in  their  Edids,  and  the  Church 
being  willing  to  have  her  Canons  corroborated  by 
the  Secular  Power  accjuiefc'd  in  a  bold  ftep  which  af- 
terwards prov'd  fatal  to  her. 

(/)  Thus  Confiantine  Vogomitis  in  the  third  Council 
of  Ccn/fanmople  put  out  his  Edift,  to  confirm  the  Afts 
of  that  Council,  not  that  they  wanted  to  bind  the' 
Confcience  before  fach  a  Confirmation,  but  civil  Pe- 
nalties are  fome  times  not  unnecefiary  to  reduce  the 
Stubborn  and  Difobedient;  accordingly  at  the  end  of 
the  faid  Edift  hefpecifies  the  feveral  forts  of  Punifh- 
ment  they  fhouM  undergo. 

(w)  About  this  time,  Recaredus  by  his  Edift  con- 

(/)  Idcirco  &  nos  quae  ab  eis  definita  funt,  corroborare 
atqueconfirmare  cupientes. 

(w)  Si  Epifcopus  Presbyter  &  Diaconus  aut  Clericus  fuerit 
ab  omni  concilio  cxcommunicationi  fub jaceat,  fi  vero  Laicus 
fuerit,  &  honeftioris  loci  Perfona  eft;  Medietatem  faculta- 
tuni  fuarum  amittat.  Reca.Ep.ap/Labb.  Con.  Coll.  Tom. 
P-s.ioiS.  firm'd 
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firmM  the  Decrees  of  the  Council  of  Toledo,    Bat  we 
muft  obftrve  -he  leaves  out  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfures, 
but  upon  the  Laity  he  impofes  Muldls^  Confifcations 
and  Fines. 

A  Cuftom  alfo  began  in  this  Age,  for  the  Emperor 
tofet  his  Name  in  the  Lift  of  Subfcribers  before  all 
the  Bifliops  ;  a  Freedom  which  pleas'd  Henry  VIIL 
fo  well,  that  he  gave  even  his  Reprefentative  Crom" 
jvell  the  fame  Preference. 

(n)  This  converted  Heretick  Recdredm^  had  alfb 
his  Name  crouded  into  the  very  Ecclefiaftical  Canons, 
as  particularly  Can.  8.  Con.  Tom^  3.  concerning  the 
publick  Liturgies.  As  civil  Ads  with  us  run,  by  the 
Confentof  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  parliament, 
fo  this  Canon  runs  by  the  Confent  of  King  Recareduj, 
fbfulfomeand  fb  extravagant  were  they  in  their  Com- 
phmencs  to  their  new  Converts. 

Thus  the  Regale  began  to  flourifli ;  but  no  where 
in  fuch  Vigour  as  at  Rcrrfc.  The  Pope  being  an 
Ecclefiaftical  Perfon,  prevented  the  Abfurdity  of 
fuch  extravagant  Power  being  lodgd  in  a  Lay- man, 
tho'  he  aded  in  all  Refpeds  over  the  Church  as  a 
Lay-monarch. 

Next  to  Pbocasj  he  ow'd  a  great  deal  of  this  Power 
to  Charles  the  Great  j  mutual  Kindnefs  enlivened  their 
Friendlhip,  and  produc'd  a  Correfpondence  fatal  to 
the  Repofe  of  Europe ;  as  Charles  had  all  the  civil, 
and  the  Pope  the  fpiricual  Power  in  his  hands,  they 
generally  communicated  to  each  what  they  wanted. 
The  Pope  had  the  Patrimony  of  St.  Peter  as  it  was 
caird,  fettled  upon  him,  and  the  Emperor  the  Power 
of  making  Ecclefiaftical  Laws,  tho'  not  without  his 
Holinefs  Confent.  But  neverthelefs,  the  fecular  Pow- 
er had  better  been  otherwlfe  employed^  they  only 


(«)  Can.  8,  Con.  Tom.  3. 
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taught  the  Pope  what  Steps  to  follow  afterwards  to 
enllave  the  Wo^ld. 

Oaths  of  Fidelity  were  fworn  to  him  by  Bifhops  in 
Synods  with  the  fame  Formality  as  to  a  Sovereign 
Prince,  even  by  thofe  Bifhops  who  liv'd  out  ot  his 
Temporal  Dominions. 

^  (o)  But  he  laid  claim  to  moil  of  the  Kingdoms  of 
Europe  as  a  Prince,  and  particularly  when  lVitiz,a  a 
King  of  Spain  proved  ftubborn,  it  was  plainly  allerted 
that  his  Kingdoms  had  been  delivered  intirely  as  a 
Property  to  the  Holy  See. 

By  innumerable  Inftances  it  may  be  prov'd,  that 
the  Popes  for  the  fpace  of  fome  Hundred  Years 
claimed  a  Temporal  Power  over  Princes,  and  when  ^ 
they  had  any  mifchief  to  work  againft  the  Church  of 
Chrift,  they  aded  as  Temporal  Princes,  invelted  with 
Spiritual  Power,  by  which  means  they  infallibly  car- 
ried their  ends,  and  this  is  what  we  call  the  Regale. 

If  the  Pope  had  aded  upon  the  Scheme  of  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  Church,  a  Scheme  fo  much  cla* 
mour'd  againft  in  thefe  Days,  he  wou'd  not  have 
been  able  to  have  fet  Europe  in  Flames,  his  Excom* 
munications  wou'd  have  had  -a  different  effed:,  and 
Men  wou'd  have  flept  in  quiet  in  this  Life  if  they  had 
been  damn  d  in  the  next. 

He  cou'd  not  have  commanded  all  Chriftian 
Kings  and  Princes,  under  Pain  of  forfeiting  the  Al- 
legiance of  their  Subjects  to  extirpate  Hereticks,  as 
is  plain  not  only  from  the  Council  of  Laterav^  but 
from  the  Explanation  thereof  in  Pope  Martins  5th 
Bull  at  the  end  of  the  Council  of  Conflance. 

They  would  not  aftually  dfcharge  all  Princes 
from  their  Obligations  to  Contrails  made  with  Here- 
ticks, a  fignal  hiftance  of  which  may  be  feen  in  Ry-^ 


(p)  Vid*  Spanheim  Eph.  Ifag*  S.  8, 
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mts  Feeder  ay  v.  7.  p.  303.  and  repiiblifti'd  irr  th'i 
Appendix. 

Tis  a  miftake  therefore^  that  the  Pope  advahcd 
the  Church  above  the  Scare,  whereas  I  can  prove  from 
numerous  Inftances  that  he  advanced  himfelf  firft  inco 
a  Temporal  Monarch,  and  by  virtue  of  the  Regale 
lifurp'd  upon  the  Spiritual  Rights  of  the  Church. 

I  conclude,  that  whether  a  Pope  of  jR(????e  or  King 
of  England^  Spain  or  France^  advances  a  Supremacy 
over  the  Church  ;  it  is  as  dire^H:  Popery  as  that  vvhich 
we  fo  call  in  Rome^  let  it  be  in  a  Prince  or  a  Parliament, 
aPapirt,  a  Jew,  a  Lutheran,  or  what  you  pkafe,  'tis 
ftill  Popery  and  the  worft  Slavery  a  Man  can  undergo, 
becaufe  it  enthrals  not  only  the  Body  but  the  SouL 

In  ftiort,  we  of  this  Nation  have  been  fo  unhappy, 
that  while  we  have  fancied  our  felves  running  from 
Popery,  we  are  approaching  nearer  thereto.  If  we 
give  the  King  too  extenfive  a  Power  over  the  Church 
we  make  him  a  Pope,  and  put  it  into  his  Power,  to 
introduce  as  many  Abfurdities  into  his  Religion  as  the 
Popes  have  into  theirs. 

Without  fuch  Power  the  Church  can  never  fie  un- 
done; She  is  built  upon  a  Rock  above  the  Power 
of  the  Devil  himfelf,  and  thofe  who  wou'd  bring  her 
down  and  fix  her  upon  the  Sands,  muft  exped  to 
perifh  in  her  Ruins.  The  Puff  of  an  Atheipcal  or  an 
Avian  Prince  will  bury  all  her  Glories  in  the 
Duft. 

But  to  return,  I  (hall  give  the  Reader  a  remarkable 
Inftance  what  bleffed  efteds  followed  from  the  Regale 
being  put  into  the  Hands  of  a  Woman. 

Irene^  Guardian  to  her  Son  Confiantine  during  hi^ 
Minority^  in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  an  horrid  U- 
furpation  attended  with  the  Murther  Of  Ijer  Son  ;  en- 
deavoured to  bring  the  Inuige  Worfhipers  over  to  her 
Party,  as  thinking  fiich  grofs  underitandings  the  mofl: 
proper  to  be  work  d  into  Rebellion.  For  this  pur-* 
E  pole 
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pofc  (he  called  in  the  Regale,  play'd  it  about  with 
fo  much  art  and  cunning,  that  (he  etfeftually  carried 
her  ends,  and  brought  a  torrent  of  Idolatry  upon  the 
Church  of  Greece,  notwithftanding  the  noble  etforts 
that  had  been  made  to  oppofe  the  (ame. 

The  firft  Step  was  to  chufe  a  Patriarch,  whofe  fup- 
ple  Difpofition,  wou'd  bend  to  the  Pope,  and 
compliment  him  with  what  (hare  of  Power  over  the 
Church  he  pleafed. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  thefe  times  (different  alas 
from  our  own)  that  no  Man  amongft  the  Clergy 
cou'd  be  found  fo  abandoned  as  to  proftitute  Reli- 
gion, which  put  the  Lady  to  the  neceflity  of  fixing 
upon  a  Layman,  Tarafms  by  name,  he  was  allotted 
to  be  the  grand  Sacrificer,  and  had  an  Heart  and 
Hand  ready  to  ferve  thofe  Friends  to  whom  he  ow'd 
his  Rife. 

He  writes  a  fubmiflive  Letter  to  the  Pope,  begs  his 
Holynefs  to  call  a  Council,  and  to  Honour  the  fame 
wi  h  the  Prefence  of  his  Legates,  who  were  to  pre- 
fide  therein. 

The  People  ofConfantinopJe  were  unwilling  to  be 
bully'd  into  Idolatry  by  only  an  Emprefs  Regent, 
whofe  bufinefs  was  to  proted  the  Eitabli(hment,  and 
not  to  make  unwarrantable  Deviations  from  the  Con- 
ftitution :  They  therefore  were  ready  to  facrifice  thefe 
SacrificerSj  an  1  fend  'em  to  their  homes  before  the  time 
allotted  by  the  common  courfe  of  Nature. 

But  more  careful  of  tlieir  own  Perfons  than  of 
Religion.  They  wouM  not  trult  the  Juftice  of  a 
Rabble,  but  ordered  their  wicked  Convention  to 
meet  at  Nice. 

Here  was  the  grand  Sacrifice  made,  the  Regale 
was  Triumphant,  the  Confequence  of  which  was 
Idolatry,  eltablifh'd  by  a  pretended  General  Coun- 
cil ;  and  thofe  who  adhered  to  the  fecond  Com?- 
nundment  were  declard  Hereticks. 

To 
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To  (hew  alfo  that  they  commanded  the  ntmoft 
Reverence  and  Adoration  to  Images.  They  tell  yoa 
whatever  Honour  you  do  to  Images,  you  perform 
to  thePerfon  they  reprefenr,  and  confequently  (f)  you 
are  to  pay  the  fame  Adoration  to  the  Image  of  God, 
in  the  (hapeof  an  old  Man,  as  to  that  Divine  Being 
the  Parent  of  the  Univerfe. 

I  have  troubled  the  Reader  with  this  Inftance, 
only  to  fhew  him  what  a  refolute  Prince  may  bring 
about,  when  arm'd  with  the  extravagant  Powers  of 
the  Regale. 

I  conclude  from  what  has  been  faid.  That  as 
Chrift  has  left  a  Church  to  continue  to  the  end  of 
the  World,  he  has  alfb  left  it  means  by  which  it 
muft  fubfift,  and  it  alfo  mufl:  have  fome  Criterions, 
fome  vifible  Marks  of  Diftirhftion,  which  will  attend 
her  till  flie^eompleats  her  Triumphant  State  in 
Heaven.- i^^  <     -    •    --  ^  ^'^-^^  -^ 

She  cannot  be  left  to  the  Caprices  of  a  mortal 
Man,  either  Pope  or  Prince,  to  be  (ubverted  by  Flat- 
tery, or  deftroy'd  by  Heat  and  Indifcretion. 

As  the  Church  is  a  Common-wealth  below,  and 
governed  by  Councils  and  Colleges  of  Bifliops ,  no 
Monarch  can  pretend  to  have  Power  over  her,  be- 
caufe  that  is  diffblving  the  Nature  of  her  Government, 
inftituted  by  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles. 

Thefe  Councils  and  Colleges  muft  have  free  Li- 
berty to  aft  without  Impediment  from  the  Secular 
Arm^  otherwife,  the  faid  Secular  Arm  exerts  a  Mo- 
narchical Power  over  the  Chiu'ch  5  whicli  M  obfery'd 
before  is  againft  it« luftftiuion.^     ''  /    ..  . 

/  '■■ij.nufnaiajx)  — ' — ^^ — ^.  '•  -'"'^  ' 

v5Jx>7ttW.'  Cont,  Nic,  2,  ap.  Labbee  Cone.  Toipt  j*  p.  5  $6, 
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I'he  Church  may  meet  in  Council,  without  the 
Leave  of  the  State,  and  may  prorogue  or  diflblvq 
the  fame  when  (he  pleafes ;  becaule  as  her  Govern- 
ment is  eftablifh  d  by  a  Divine  Command,  by  Vir- 
tue of  chat  Command  (hanrvayaft,  notwithftandiog 
the  municipal  Laws  of  a  Gomitry:  (declare  the  cpn- 
trary. 

S  E  C  T:I  O  N    U. 

Having  thus  proved  liow  detrimental  Princes  con- 
cerning themfelves  with  th(?  Church  ha?  been  to  hec 
Welfare.  1  (liall  next  proceed  to  examine  her  judi- 
fial  Power,  which  is  eilentially  neceflary  to  maintain 
tiie  Peace  of  tliat  Society. 

Murcim  wa?  excommunicated  by  his  Father  who 
was  a  Bifhop  for  Adultery,  he  repaired  to  Rome  and 
demanded  to  be  fecdy'd  into  Communion,  he  was 
anfwer'd  that  it  could  not  be  done,  becaufe^they  werq 
no  more  than  Collegues  to  his  Father,  and  muft  ex- 
'peA  his  Permiffion. 

:;;'Tb^.  Qyeftion  is,  to  whom > Mar cion  applied  him- 
felf,  it  goold  be  to  no  other  than  the  College  of  Bi- 
(hopFj  dSSd  in  that  Senfe  they  might  call  themfelves 
Collegues  ;  becaufe  asTl/^r^i^'s  Father  was  in  Von- 
my  I  hey  had  no  Power  over  him,  and  might  con- 
i^quently  call  him  their  Collegue. 

They  could  not  be  above  Maracns  Father,  be- 
caufe  they  acknowledg'd  him  to  be  their  Collegue. 

Tliey  could  not  be  inferior  to  him  for  the  fame 
Reafon,  it  remairis^  that  they  muft  be  equal  to  him, 
i.  €.  they  mufl  be  Blfiiops. 

From  hence,  we  may  gather  that  the  Church  go- 
vern'd  by  a  College  of  Bilhops:  That  one  College 
could  not  receive  a  Perfon  excommunicated  by -a 
Foreign  Bifhop^  without  Leave  from  the  faid  Bifliop. 

From  hence  we  may  fee  the  mutual  JDependance, 
riie  Colleges  had  upon  each  other  to  act  in  perfect 
Union  and  Harmony* 
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To  apply  this  Relation,  if  the  Bifliop  of  London 
'piov'd  by  a  pious  Zeal  to  God  and  Religion  fhould 
exrommunicate  his  Presbyter  Dr.  Clark.  1  cannot 
lee  what  Bifliop  in  England  or  in  /r^/^^<^,  could  with 
^a  iafe  Confcience  receive  him  into  Comnnunion,  yet 
I  atn  fatisfied  there  are  fome  Biftops  In  ^^ngland^  who 
would  not  fcruple  to  receive  him  to  tueir  Prayers, 
,^^nd  the  Participation  of  the  Euchariit. 

From  this  Inftance  of  Mareion^  I  draw  this  Con- 
clufion  which  1  lay  down  as  gratited, 

That  a  Perfon  excommunicated  by  one  Church 
could  not  be  received  by  another. 

(^)  Fmlpis  Samofatenm^  in  the  Reign  of  Aurelian 
fpread  about  the  fame,  which  is  the  Socinian  Herefy 
at  this  Day;  a  Synod  was  calPd  at  Antioch  which 
^condemn'd  hi^  Herefy,  and  deprived  him  of  his  Bi- 
'flioprick.  However,  he  kept  his  Temporalities,  till 
the  Emperor  Aurelian  dechfd^  that  they  (huuld  be 
deliver'd  to  whom  the  Chriftians  of  Italy  and  the  Bi- 
ihops  of  Rop^e  by  their  Letters  fliould  appoint. 

From  hence,  I  obferve  that  the  Council  exe^^is'd 
a  judicial  Power  over  Samojatenm^  without  any  Au- 
thprity  from  the  Emperor,  and  without  Repreherv- 
fion  from  him  when  they  had  done. 

This  Judicial  Authority  implied  the  divefling  the 
NjHeretick,  not  only  pf  bis  Spiritual  Jurifdi<5i:ion,  but 
^alfo  his  Temporalities  whic?li  were  annexed  thereto. 
For  altiio'  he  -refused  to  depart  from  the  Houfe  ^  the 
Sentence  implied  that  he  flio^ld,  and  upon  his  Non- 
compliance, a  Petition  was  prefer'd  to  the  Emperoc 
4^rclian,  who  ejected  bkn  ^f  fels  feculai*  Power. 

Iwould  not  he  rraiftjsiken  |:^;aflert,  tiat the  Church 
has  a  Temporal  Powei'  aHnex'd  to  hei-  SpirituaL 
But  the  Reaipn  that  the  Sonfence  implied  a  Fxjrfeitt^re 

of 
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of  the  Temporalities  was,  becanfe  the  Hoiife  was 
originally  in  the  Property  of  the  Church  Regent ; 
who  did  not  transfer  the  inrire  Property  to  the'Bi- 
(hop,  but  only  the  life  thereof,  while  "^he  remain'd 
Biftiop  of  that  See :  The  Houfe  confeqiiently  upon 
his  Deprivation  devolved  to  them  again.  . 

I  conclude,  that  if  the  Convocation  had  in  6tir 
times  depriv'd  the  Bifhop  of  Bangor  of  his  Spiritu- 
ahties,  the  State  could  not  have  protected  him  in  the 
Enjoyment  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Biflibprlck. 

I  lay  down  from  this  Inftanceas  granted,  that  a 
Synod  for  Herefy,  may  deprive  a  Bifhop  of  his  Spiri- 
tualities and  Temporalities,  and  that  the  Deprivation 
may  ftand  good  without  the  Leave  of  the  fupreme 
Power. 

^A~C:ouncil  was  held  at  Simejfa  about  the  latter 
End  of  the  third  Century,  in  vjhich  MarceIliu^1^\{hop 
o{  Rome  was  accused  by  two  Deacons,  two  Prieftg^ 
and  a8  other  VVitnefles,  for  facrificing  to  Idols,  and 
was . condemned  by  the  Council  for  the  faid  Fadt.     ^ 

\Ve  muft  obferve,  this  was  donfe  in  'the  midft  of 
a  fierce  Perfecution,  in  the  very  Teedi  of  Diode/ran^ 
from  whom  they  could  exped:  no  Quarter ;  and  ac 
cordingly  the  enrag'd  Emperor  kdeUroy'd  as  m^ny 
of  the  Bifliops  as  he  could  find. 

This  was  a  moft  glorious  Inftante  of  Primitive 
Fortitude  and  Invincible  Courage.  They  had  no 
Views  but  of  Religion  and  Confcience,  no  Prefer- 
ments, no  Lives  to  preferve  where  they  were  con- 
cern'd. 

How  would  my  Heart  be  exulted  with' the  ex- 
ceffive  Tranfport  of  Pleafure  and  Satisfaftion :  Could 
I  fee  the  fame  undaunted  RefoUition  in  an  Englifti 
Convocation:  Could  I  fee  them  lay  down  their  Lives 
and  Preferments  at  the  Stake  in  Defence  of  the  true 
Religion :  Then  and  only  then  will  they  be  reftor'd 
to  that  Refpeft,  Veneration  and  Efteem  they  have 
fellen  from  in  thefe  unhappy  Times.  I  lay 
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I  lay  down  as  another  Maxim,  that  no  Threats  of 
the  Prince,  no  Dangers  of  Death,  no  Terrors  of  the 
civil  Power,  ought  to  proted  a  Criminal  from  the 
Cenfiires  of  the  Church,  or  prevent  her  exercifing  all 
the  Powers  of  a  Ghriftian  Common-wealth  as  occa- 
fion  requires. 

Thefe  are  the  Inftances  in  the  Primitive  and  mod 
pure  Ages  of  Chriftanity,  when  Perfecution  had  re- 
fin  d  it  from  its  Dregs  and  Lees,  and  left  only  the  brisk 
fpirituous  Parts  behind  But  alas,  how  fatal  hasProf- 
perity  ever  been  to  the  Church  j  how  detrimental  to 
Religion  j  no  fooner  had  Confi amine  advanced  himfelf  to 
the  Summit  of  human  Glory  ;  but  the  Church  vifibly 
declin  d,  that  is,  (he  declined  from  Primitive  Chriftia- 
nity  from  the  ftridl  and  rigid  Perfcriptions  of  our  Pro- 
ferfion,  and  from  that  time  Religion  has  been  only 
a  Trade  :  Her  Articles  of  Faith  have  been  Tools 
to  work  with,  and  hammer  out  the  Defigns  of  par- 
ticular Men  to  ferve  their  Ambition,  Avarice  and  Re- 
venge. 

I  fhall  take  fome  pains  to  illuftrate  the  Churches 
external  Power  in  cenfuring  Herefv,  by  Inftances  on 
both  fides,  and  (hall  be  as  much  Council  for  the 
Prince  as  for  the  Church. 

(y)  Anns  had  no  fooner  divulg'd  Heretical  Notions 
in  oppofition  to  the  Son  of  God,  than  the  Bi(hop  of 
Alexandria  fummon'd  a  Council  in  which  Ariw  was 
Excommunicated,  a  Letter  was  wrote  to  the  Catho- 
lick  Bi(hops  to  certifie  that  the  Party  (i)  were  cut  off 
from  the  Catholick  Church. 

The  general  Council  of  Ktce,  which  anathematis'd 
Arius  and  deprived  Mektiti^  of  his  pretended  Eccle- 
fiallical  Jurifdiition,  fettled  all  the  forms  of  proceed- 

(y)  Socrat.  lib.  i.  c.  j. 
oKKXioia;.  ib% 
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ing  m  judicial  Cafes  againft  Bifhops,  particularly  the 
5th  Canon  runs  thus. 

(0  Whofoe^iT  whether  cf  the  Body  of  the  Clergy  or 
Laky,  are  depn^'d  of  Communion  h^  the  Biflwps  in  everf 
Tro'vmce,  tbey  jliali  not  be  recew'd  by  them.  'Tis  more- 
over required,  that  no  Ptrfon  Jhall  be  f  eluded  by  the  tri- 
^ateVuws,  Partiality  or  III- nature,  of  the  Bijhop  to  pre- 
wnt  which  abtifes,  a  Council  jlyall  be  caWd  twice  m  d 
Year  thro  every  Province,  to  dtfcufs  ^eftions  of  that 
Nature^  and  to  confirm  the  Sentence  of  Exccmmunication 
pafs'd  on  a  real  Offender  ;  unlefs  the  Bijhop  or  the  Coun- 
cil fljfuld  relent  and  moderate  their  Cenfures.  One  Coun- 
cil Jl)all  be  call  d  before  Eafter,  to  clear  all  DiJJenfion  before 
that  filemn  Sacrifice :  The  other  Jhall  be  held  about  Autumn. 

Thofe  who  will  have  this  Canon  refer  to  the  Clergy 
€xciufive  of  Bifliops,  may  read  Vu  Pinne  de  antiaui, 
Ecclefi^  Difcipltme,  Dif  1.  c,  j.  if.  in  Which  he  has 
admirably  well  ftated  the  judiciary  Powers  of  the 
Cfiurch. 

We  miift  obferve  from  this  Canon,  that  no  Ap- 
peal IS  here  menrion'd  to  the  Prince  or  to  the  Pope. 

Thofe  who  will  have  the  Emperor  to  prefide  over 
this  general  Council,  (hould  confider  that  Ofim  was 

(0  De  his  qui  Communione  privantur  five  ex  Clero  five 
ex  Laico  ordine,  ab  Lpifcopis  per  unamquamque  Provinciara 
lentenna  regularis  obtineat,  ut  hi  qui  abjiciuntur,  ab  aliis 
non  recjpiantur,  requirarur  autem,  m  pufilanimitate  aut 
conientione,  aut  alio  quoilibet  Epifcopi  vitio  videatur  a 
Congregatione  Seclufu.,  ut  hoc  ergo  Decencius  inquiratur 
placuit  per  unamquankiUe  Piovirciam  bis  in  anno  concilia 
celebran,  ut  communuer  omnibus  fnuul  Fpifcopis  congre- 
gatis  ProvjncicE,  dilcutiantur  hujufinodi  Q^uxftiones,  &  fic 
qui  iuo  peccaverunt  evidenter  Epifcopo  e^tconiirjunicati 
lationabiluer,  aj  omnjbus  a:ftimentur,  ufque  quo  vel  in 
commune,  vel  Epiicooo  placear,  humaniorem  pro  talibus 
terre  lententiam  concilia  vero  celebrentur.  Unum  quidem 
ante  quadrigelimam  Palcha,  uc  omni  Diffentione  fubiita, 
HQunus  ofteiaiur  Deo  puriflimum,  fecundmu  vero  circa  tern- 
-pus  Autumni,  Con,  Nic.  Con.  5. 

thg 
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the  ^refident^  and  firft  fubfcrib'd  to  tfie  faid  Councit, 
and  the  Emperors  Name  is  not  to  be  found  in  all 
that  Lift.  In  fucceeding  Ages  as  I  obierv'd  before, 
the  Emperors  Hand  crept  into  the  Siibfcription  be- 
fore all  the  Bifliops:  Bat  in  Conjfar.tines  Days  the 
Church  had  more  Power  than  to  permit,  and  the 
Emperor  m,ore  Modefty  than  to  require  it  to  be  done. 

However,  I  think  this  is  a  fufficierrt:  Argument  to 
prove,  thzt  Confiantine  had  no  Ecclefialtical  Share  in 
the  Council ;  for  furely  if  he  had  he  was  not  above 
fetting  his  Hand  thereto. 

Surely  he  did  not  aft  as  Head  of  the  Church,  when 
he  humbly  flood  upon  his  Legs,  and  wou'd  not  fit 
down  till  the  Biftiops  had  plac'd  themfelves  in  iheii^ 
proper  Seats. 

But  to  return  to  this  famous  Canon,  the  Queftiori 
is,  whethei*  it  relates  to  Bifiiops  or  not,  when  that 
is  determin'd,  another  Queftion  arifes,  whether  it  is 
not  obligatory  at  this  Day  to  the  Church  of  E^^-^ 
land,  and  does  not  as  much  bind  the  Church  as 
the  Aft  for  Triennial  Parliaments  does  the  State. 

As  to  the  firft,  I  (hall  give  you  Du  Pinnes  Words  in 
the  aforefaid  Treatife,  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

If  V^e  grant  that  mention  is  here  made  only  of  the  Cen^* 
flares  ofFresbyters  and  Deacons  \  we  have  no  Reafon  to 
conclude  the  manner  of  Epifcopal  Cenfures  to  be  different^ 
hecaufe  no  Exception  of  that  Nature  is  fo  much  as  hinted 
at  in  this  Canon :  Be/ides,  this  Canon  does  not  relate  to 
the  Cenfure  of  one  Bijhop  infliBed  on  a  Lay -man  or  an 
Ecckjiafiick^  but  to  afolemn  Sentenceofmany  Btjhops  to^ 
gether ;  de  his  qui  Communione  privantur  ab  Epifco* 
pis  per  unamquamque  Provinciam.  i  e.  Thofe  iifho  are 
Excommunicated  by  the  Bijhops  of  the  Province ;  v^hich  is 
utterly  different  from  that  Epifcopal  Diflriil^  which  we 
Moderns  term  a  Diocefs ;  ^tis  likewife  addid,  ut  qui  ab- 
jiciuntur  ab  aliis  non  recipiantur  :  Thofe  who  arefo  Ex- 
iommmicated  Jhall  not  be  received  by  others^  i.  e.  by  the 

F  othet^ 
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Other  Provinces.  Ihs  is  the  mofi  prefer  Senfe  of  the 
Words  i  therefore  the  Council  [peaks  of  Excommunication 
in  general^  whether  fronoun^d  by  a  Bijhop  or  by  a  Coun- 
cil againfi  either  the  Clergy  or  Laity  :  But  a  Btjhop  is  of 
the  Body  of  the  Clergy^  and  he  may  be  Excommunicated 
by  a  Synod.  We  have  tkerefre  no  Reafon  to  doubt ^  that 
the  Council  in  this  Canon  provided  for  the  Punijhment  of 
Biflwps^  as  (f  pie  Infers  r  Clergy  by  a  Synod.  For  in  the 
firfi  Placcy  the  transfer  ring  the  juaiciary  Power  of  Bijhops 
over  their  Clergy  to  a  Synod^  created  a  Dependance  on 
that  Synod:  And  if  this  Synod  had  not  a  Power  ofcenfu^ 
ring  a  Bifljop^  fuch  a  Bijlwp  was  certainly  unaccountable. 
But  Cu[iom  can  inform  hs^  that  Appeals  are  brought  every 
Day  from  Bijhps  to  Provincial  Synods, 

Thus  far  Du  Pinne  for  the  prefenr.  The  fubfe- 
qiient  Decrees  of  Councils  (hall  be  ex<iniin'd  in  their 
turn,  which  I  do  not  queftion  will  entirely  explain 
this  Canon. 

But  whether  it  refers  to  Bifhops  or  no,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  it  decrees  Councils  to  be  called  twice  a 
year  in  every  Province,  at  Eafter  and  Autumn. 

Here  was  no  Warrant  of  the  Prince  required,  to 
authorife  their  Meeting.  But  by  Virtue  of  the  Canon 
they  are  oblig'd  to  alfemble  twice  a  year. 

As  our  Church  o(  England  has  (blemnly  acknow- 
ledged the  Authority  of  the  four  firft  general  Couucils. 
That  Canon  of  the  Council  of  Nice  muft  be  obliga- 
tory at  this  Day. 

Confequently  the  Upper  Houfe  of  Convocation  are 
oblig'd  to  meet  twice  a  year,  and  to  proceed  to  the 
depofing  Delinquents,  and  ratifying  the  Sentence  of 
inferior  Courts. 

If  the  General  Council  of  Nice  had  Authority  as 
fuch  in  Articles  of  Faith,  we  are  bound  to  fubmit 
to  her  Canons  Nor  can  the  Qml  Conftiturion  of  our 
Country  affed  the  Validi  y  of  chofe , Canons  in  Rela- 
tion to  our  lelves. 

For 
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For  granting,  that  the  Prince  is  Head  of  the  Church : 
This  mud  be  reftrain'd  to  the  Church  in  his  own  Do* 
minion,  which  Church  is  not  Independant  of  other 
Parts  of  the  Catholick  Church :  (For  if  it  were,  ge- 
neral Councils  could  have  no  Authority)  confe- 
.qiiencly  the  Lawsai  d  Canons  of  the  whole  Body 
fnuft  afkCt  every  Part  thereof. 

No  Man  who  has  a  Senfe  of  the  Nature  of  Chrift's 
Churcli  can  pretend  that  it  confifts  of  Independant 
Societies:  Becaufe  it  is  all  one  continued  Society 
Whofe  Members  depend  upon  another. 

In  (hort,  we  are  fupported  in  this  Notion  by  the 
Church  of  England^  which  has  declared  for  the  Autho- 
rity of  the  four  firil  general  Councils,  and  has  ac- 
knowledged her  Subjeftion  to  their  Determinations, 

Qonfequently  our  Convocations,  (if  we  grant  the 
Authority  of  the  Council  of  Nice)  is  oblig'd  by  the 
ftrongeft  Ties  to  convene  at  Eafier  and  Autumn-^  tho* 
Ten  Thoufand  Civil  Mandates  fliould  forbid  them. 

I  argue  only  here  from  fuch  Conceffions,  tho'  I 
build  nothing  my  felf  confidently  upon  them. 

However,  this  is  fufficient  to  ftop  the  Clamours  of 
^me  Moderns,  who  are  continually  ftifling  our  Rea- 
fon  and  our  Senfe  with  A6^s  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Power  of  the  Prince  in  the  Church,  as  tho*  they  were 
absolute:  Whereas  I  have  Ihewn  them  by  the  Con- 
ceflions  of  the  famp  Authority,  that  there  is  a  Power 
in  the  Church  fuperior  to  theirs,  and  Canons  which 
neither  a  NationaJ  Church  nor  a  National  Parliament 
can  repeaj. 

Thus,  if  we  grant  the  Authority  of  the  four  firfl: 
general  Councils;  'tis  plain  the  Convocation  is  o- 
blig'd  to  convene  qit  the  two  above-mention'd  Sea- 
fons  of  the  Year  j  and  not  only  to  meet  but  alfo  to 
continue  together  till  the  Affairs  of  the  Church  are 
rranladed,  ^nd  all  the  debates  concerning  Judicial 
fi^nfures  are  finally  adjufted. 

Vz  WTo 


.  (^)  Tp  return.  Athanajitis  was  tried  before  a  Synod, 
f6r  a  fupLyosM  Temporal  Crirtie,  and  receiv'd  his  Sen- 
tence ot  Depoficion  from  their  MoUcl^s,  and  indeed 
if  we  examine,  we  lliatl  find  that  the  worft  Empc-- 
rors  fdr  the  moft  Part  pro,ceeded  Synodically  tq 
deprive  a  3i(hop^  who  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  ha- 
ted by  his  F'rincfe  for  his'  Virtues :  A  Syhod  was  ever 
recurrM  to,  thp!  pack'd  by  the  civil  Power,  ori 
piirpofe  to  fupprefs  Innocence  and  Integrity. 

(x)  I  obferv'd  before,  diat  the  Ertiperor  libour'd  very, 
hard  W^h  Jtbanaprs  to  have  ^ri^/^r  reftor'd  to  Com-' 
iDunion,  which  the  magnanimous  Prelate  pfofitivqly 
refus  d,  nor  cou'd  the  Regale  get  the  upper  hahd^ 
till  the  above- mention'd  Council  remov'd  to  Jern* 
falem,  prdcur'd  Arm  to  be  admitted  to  Communion,' 

i^s  r6  Athanaftm,  he  had  both  an  Ecclefiaftieal  a^d 
Temporal  Punifliment ;  for  upon  an  Accufation 
brcJught  againft  him,  that'  he  ftay'd  the  Exportatior>f 
of  Corn  fj-om  ALxandria  to  Confiantii^Q^k :  the  Em* 
peror  banifh'd  him  into  France. 

(j)Arm  was  nor  much  the  better  for  the  Complin. 
ment  p^y'd  him,  by  the  Sycophant  Council ;  he* 
came  to  Alexandria  wheire  he  with  difficulty  TaVd 
his  Brains  from  being  knock'd  out  in  the  Streets,  and[ 
upon  his  return  to  Confiamnofle^  the JSithop  of  that^' 
Place  abfolutely  rejefted  him,  and  bVaved  the  SeciiW 
]ar  Power. 

From  hence  I  obfef ve,  that  even  a  Synod  can- 
not impofe  an  Heretkk  upon  a  Catliolick  Cdmmu- ; 
nion;  for  we  find  ^/ex^w^^r  notwithftanding  the  Aji^' 
mifCon  of  ^r/i^/^"  was  attended  with  formal  Regularity, 
did  hot  think  fit  to  pay  arty  Regard  thereto. 

Kor  indeed  can  a  general  ^Council  alter  the  Nature 
of^Herefy,  or  the  Terms  of  Catholick  Communion, 

(?/)  Sozomen  lib.  i.  c.  2i«/ 
M  Sozomeii  lib.  i.e.  22^ 
(y)  Sdzomen  lib.  2*  €1  28» 
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\(  Herefyis  eftablifh'd  by  a  Majority  of  Biftiops ;  the 
outvoted  Gatholicks  are  oblig  d  to  withdraw  from 
Communion,  becaufe  'tis  finful,  and  no  human  Ordi- 
i;iance  can  change  the  eternal  Laws  of  good  and  evil, 
or  fuperfede  a  Divine  Command. 

If  an  Heretick  eftapes  the  PunlQiment  he  might 
juftly  expe&  from  a  Synod,  a  Sentence  is  paft  upon 
him  in  Heaven,  he  is  cut  off  by  his  own  Adl  from 
the  Catholick  Church,  and  we  are  to  look  upon  him 
as  an  Excommunicated  Perfon. 

If  therefore  the  Biftiop  of  Bangor  is  guilty  of  the 
Herefies  laid  to  his  Charge,  the  Proroguing  the  Con- 
vocation, with  whatever  view  it  was  done;  does  not 
fpare  him  from  the  Sentence  pafs'd  upon  him  above, 
he  is  in  fuch  a  Cafe  Excommunicated  in  the  Hearts 
of  all  Catholick  Chriftians,  and  the  Biftiops  and  Laity 
in  the  Church  of  England  are  obliged  to  renounce 
film,  and  look  upon  him  as  an  abandoned  Heretick. 

I  do  not  (ay,  they  are  oblig'd  immediately  to 
take  fuch  meafures :  They  are  to  try  firft  the  Regu- 
lar Ecclefiaftical  Way,  and  if  that  fails  and  proves 
inefFeftual  by  any  external  Impediment,  every  Man 
has  a  Court  of  Confeience  in  his  own  Breaft,  which 
points  out  the  Heretick :  And  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the 
Scripture?  commands  us  to  avoid  him. 

'Tis  npt.piy  bufinefs  to  affert,  that  the  Convoca*^. 
tion  was  prorogued  on  purpofe  to  fcreen  the  Bifliop 
of  Bangor,  I  only  fay  that  no  Power  on  Earth  can 
fcreen  an  Heretick,  if  it  cou'd  be  prov'd  that  he  is; 
fuch :  Every  Biftiop  is  oblig'd  to  charge  both  his  Cler- 
gy and  Laity,  not  to  communicate  either  with  the 
Heretick  or  his  Abetters;  to  receive  no  Letters  dif^ 
miffory  froiTi  him,  nor  to  admit  any  of  his  Clergy 
to  officiate  in  the  Diocefe  without  a  Purgation. 

Thefe'  a^e  the  Methods,  Biftiops  infpir'd  with  a 
2ieal  for  the  Cathblick  Faith  ought  to  purfue;  and 
btberwife  they  becrav  the  DeMtum  in  their  Hands. 

But 
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But  if  the  Cle-gy  are  (6  far  loft,  to  all  Senfe  of 
Honour  and  Religion,  as  to  negleft  a  Duty  fo  incum- 
bent upon  their  Charadters,  who  call  themfelves 
Paftors  of  Chrift's  Flock.  The  Laity  are  obliged  in 
Confcience  to  defert  both  Bilhops  and  inferior  Clergy,-* 
and  keep  themfelves  from  the  Contagion. 

This  is  no  more  than  the  Refult  of  the  Premifes 
before  laid  down,  and  confonant  to  the  conftant 
.praftices  of  the  Primitive  Chriftians. 

We  muft  obferve  in  relation  to  the  Regale,  that 
it  intervened  to  piinifli  an  Heretick  or  deprive  an. 
Orthodox  Bifhop,  no  otherwife,  than  by  influencing 
Synods  with  other  Power  and  Grandure.  (z,)  Thus 
P^«///^wasremav'd  froui  the  See  of  Conjiantmople  by 
a  Synod,  influenced  by  Conjtantm. 

Nor  did  the  Emperor  at  that  time  extend  his  Re- 
gale to  nominate  to  the  Sees  of  the  deprived  Bifliops  j 
aS  particularly,  the  Synod  at  Awioch  Qi)  chofe 
Gtegorius  Bilhop  of  Alexandria  in  the  Room  of  Ath^^ 
nafiffs,  they  alfo  lay'd  (b)  to  Athanaftus's  charge,  that' 
he  entred  upon  the  Church  of  Alexandria  without 
Aiuhor  ty  from  the  Council. 

(c)  P/tulus  was  alfo  when  opportunity  ofFerM,  re- 
ftor'd  to  Conftantinofk  without  confulting  Confiantius* 

Gregoritfs  afcer  he  had  been  chofen  by  th6  Coun- 
cil was  lay'd  afide  as  unfit,  and  Georgius  was  fix'd 
upon  in  his  ftead. 

They  alfo  wrote  a  fevere  Letter  to  ?op^  Julius 
for  pretending  to  communicate  with  Atbanafius^  which 
tended  to  vacate  their  Decres,  who  had  depriv'd 
|lim;  nor  was  there  one  Word  mention'd  of  any 
fliare  the  Prince  had  in  the  Story,  or  any  Difobe- 
dicnce  of  which  they  had  been  guilty  towards  him. 

(z)  Soc.  lib.  I.  c.  J.  (ji)  SozoBien  lib.  j.  c.  J. 

fKjaJtOTK^  isnKtLChvm*  ib. 
(0  Sozomen  lib,  3.  c.  (5. 
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Inniimerable  Inftances  of  this  Nature ;  may  be 
produced  in  tho(e  turbulent  Ages  of  the  Gliurch, 
,when  the  favour  of  the  Prince  was  prefer'd  to  the 
Service  of  God  and  of  Religion. 

(J)  But  in  the  midft  of  thefe  Turmoils  in  the  Eaft ; 
(e)  Soz^omen  tells  us,  that  in  the  Weft,  where  the 
Church  was  regularly  govern'd  by  free  Councils,  all 
was  quiet,  eafy  and  undifturb'd. 

(/)  A  Council  was  held  at  Arimimm  which  Soz.^^ 
men  tells  us,  was  not  brought  together  upon  the  ac- 
count of  any  Mandate  from  the  Emperor  j  but  to 
difcufs  theHerefy  Arius  had  advanced. 

But  if  we  turn  to  the  Eaft,  what  Confufions,  Va- 
cancies and  Schifms  happen'd  every  Day  where  Aria* 
nifm  prevailed.  The  Catholick  Bifliops  as  the  weakeft 
were  fure  to  go  the  Wall.  They  were  deprived, 
ftrangled,  or  what  is  worfe  ftarved ;  and  all  this  was 
done  with  the  Pomp  of  Juftice :  The  Lay-power  was 
ever  behind  the  Curtain ;  but  the  Deeds  of  Horror 
were  perform'd  upon  thepublick  Srageof  the  World 
by  Ecclefiafticks. 

Atbanafius  feem*d  the  only  Eaftern  Bifliop,  who 
could  ftem  the  Torrent,  which  never  carried  him 
with  the  Stream,  tho'  itdafh'd  him  often  againft  the 
unrelenting  Shore. 

\  Onelnftance  of  his  Courage  ought  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  future  Ages,  that  the  Fame  of  this  celebrated  Ec- 
clefiaftick  Hero  may  never  die. 

Tho'he  had  ftruggled  with  all  the  Variety  of  harfli 
Fortune  which  could  befal  a  fecond  Cato^  and  by  the 
Mediation  of  Conjtavs  in  the  Weft,  had  been  reftor'd 
to  Alexandria  :   (g)   He  immediately   exerted    to 

dtt^uf  JYa  ^  Tiureluv  )^yo^n  ^yi/JiTuv  iejti'iv  ti  9^  iHi 
/jfei  T»J;7tt  Tff^Wtf^  cii'm>^ctK'n.  Sozom.  lib.  j.  Cic. 

(e)  Sozomen  lib.  j.  c.  i8.         (/)  Sozomen  lib.  j.  c.  it. 

(S)  SozQinen  lib.  3.  c.  2,0. 

difcharge 


.  C4o) 
difcharge  the  Duty  of  a  Catholick  UiUiop,  turned  all 
the  yirjans  out  of  the  Churches  wherever  they  cou'd 
be  found,  and  fettled  Uniformity  of  Faith  and  Dird^ 
pline  thro'  his  whole  Church.  Nay  heunderftood 
fo  well  the  Duty  of  a  Catholick  Bifhop,  when  Herefy 
prevails^  ihat  he  even  went  beyond  tha  Limits  of  hi^ 
own  See;  All  this  was  done  in  the  Face  of  Confian^ 
tufSf  whofe  Power  he  brav'd,  not  but  that  he  un^ 
derftood  the  Duty  of  a  Subjeft  and  of  a  Chriftian  at 
the  fame  time ;  fo  true  did  this  Latin  Motto  belong 
%o  him.  Si  FraBtu  illabatur  wbis^ 

Imparuidum  fenent  Ruinae. 
What  an  Opportunity  have  we  in  this  Kingdom  to 
makeChriftianity  reflounfli,  would  our  Prelates  imi-j 
tate  rhe  Virtues  of  this  great  Man. 

He  afterwards  fell  into  new  Perfecmions :  The 
Emperor  was  his  fworn  Enemy,  for  no  other  Reafon, 
but  becaufe  he  was  the  only  Clergy -itian  who  would 
not  bend, 

A  Council  wascaird  at  MiUn,  where  Tome  BifliopS 
only  for  fpeaking  in  the  behalf  of  that  glorious  Con-** 
feffor  were  baniftd:  Such  was  the  Violence  and  Op- 
prefli^n  of  thofe  times,  and  fuch  the  Church  ever  muffi 
expeft,  when  her  Sons  court  the  Favour  of  the  State. 
Surely  'tis  poffible  to  ferva  our  God  and  our  King 
at  the  fame  time:  To  the  firft  we  have  much  greater 
Obligations  both  in  Gratitude  aixl  Duty  than  to  ^' 
mortal  Man,  who  forgets  from  whence  he  came. 

To  apply  this  more  nearly  to  the  Confciences^  of 
fome  Men :  I  {hall  exhibit  Part  of  a  Di^alogue  betweenr 
(^onftamms  and  Li/'^r/^  Bifhop  of  Rom^^  \x\  Relation 
to  the  ^veat  Jthanafiifs  and  the  Nkene  Faith,  as  I  find 
\t  \b  Theodoret.     (h) 

Conftant.3  As  you  are  a  Chrifiian  and  a  Bifhop  of  our 
City:  I  exhort  you  t^^onth  Onfido'atripij^^^         o'^n  Bi^ 
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(i)  Thcodoret  lib.  2,  c.  16. 
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fiep  ianjeti  thCoinminkn  of  that  ivkhd  Mdif  Kthz^ 
nafiif^^  adjulg'd  by  the  Opinion  of  the  vjholeWorld^  and 
hy  the  folemn  Sentence  df  a  Council  to  k  ivorthily  fuki^ed 
for  h'h  Faults. 

Lib'.]  EccUJiafiicd  SmeHces  ou^k  to  be  the  mo(t  juji 
Und  iqual  of  anj  in  the  World :  ^or  ivould  it  be  incoH- 
ffient  with  yoUf  Imperial  Majefi/s  ChdraBer^  to  take 
care  that  fuch  a  Semence  as  is  fufijhmid  betfocUYed^  and 
if  fyofiounced  according  to  the  Forn^  of  Ecctejiaftical  Dif- 
cipline^  IJhall  acquiefce  therein  :  Bt4t  I  canmt  condemn 
cne  who  has  not  had  a  fair  and  legal  Tryal. 

Conftant.]  The  whole  World  ha^ve  given  their  Opinions 
agamfi  him^  and  apprevd  the  Cenpifes  which  he  in-^ 
dt^tioiify  has  endeavoured  to  fcteen  hifnfelff'-ofn. 

Lib.  J  Thofe  who  fubfifiVd  to  his  Condemnation^  did 
not-  Je'e  thro'  the  Fa£fs^  but  were  either  govern' d  by  the 
Terror  of  their  Priffce^  or  led  by  their  Ambition y  orajhami'd 
to  a£t  like  Men  of  Honour  and  Courage, 

Conftant.]  What  do  you  mean  by  the  Ttefms  Ambi^^ 
tion^  Fear  and  Shame. 

Uh.yimean  to  lajhfuch  Men  who  prefer  pur  Bribes  to  the. 
Glory  of  God^  and  have  unheard  and  unfeen  contrary  to 
the  Frinciples  ofChrifiianity  condemn  dan  innocent  Verfon. 

Conftant.]  He  was  condmnd  unanimotfjly  by  the 
Council  of  Tyre  where  he  was  prefent. 

Lib.]  When  they  pafi  Sentence  upon  him^  they  took 
advantage  of  his  Abfence,  to  ccndemn  htm  with  Rajhnefs 
afid  Inconfideration. 

After  fome  Interruption  by  the  Impertinence  of 
fdme  prefent,  the  Emperor  replied. 

Do  you  Liberius  bear  fuch  a  great  Share  in  the  World^ 
that'  you  alone  ^ouldfacrifice  the  Peace  thereof  in  fianding 
f^p  in  Defence  of  a  wicked  Man. 

Lib.  My  Caufe  is  not  the  worfe  for  being  alone:  iJH 
fi^mbef  three  only  could  be  founds  who  once  oppos[d  thefnr 
felves  to  a -Royal  Mandate. 

To  tilis  the  Eunuch  Eufebius  replied, 
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Do  yoH  compare  our  Emperor  to  Nebuchadonozor.- 
Lib.J  Far  be  this  from  my  TJooughts.  But  jou  aft 
guilty  of  an  equal  Temerity  in  condemning  a  Ferpn  upon 
whom  no  legal  Sentence  has  pajjed.  But  'tis  my  Opinion 
that  there  (hould  be  a  fi-eflj  Subfcriptton  to  confirm  the 
Nicene  Faith :  That  our  Brethren  unjujily  deprived 
jljould  be  tejlord  to  their  Sees^  and  that  thofe  jvho'  have 
raised  thefe  Tumults  Jhould  give  feme  proof  of  their  Ortho* 
dox  Principles.  Then  -ive  mill,  unanimpufiy  repair ,  to 
Alexandria,  yvkre  upon  an  mpartial.  hearing  of  the 
Tlar^tiff  aiid  Defendant^  we  may, give  a  jufi  andrigbt'^ 
eous  Sentence, 
,,'To  this  EpiSletus  replied. 

The  Difficulty  of  providing  pMick  .Carriages  for  fo 
wany  B^^jgps,  renders  the  Attempt  impraUicable, 

Lib.]  Such  a  puhlick  Expence  is  not  fo  entirely  necef 
fary  :  The  Church  is  able  to  find  her  Btpms  to  the'  Sea 
Side, 

To  this  Conftantine  in  ^:ort  replied^  thire  lay  no  Ap- 
peal from  that  Council  in  which  he  was  condemn  d^  and 
that  as  to  his  Behaviour  to  his  •Frince  he  had  been  ^n 
Eternal  Rebels  and  that  himfe/f  would  exchange  his  Vi* 
Bories  over  Sylvanus  and  Magnenrius,  for  the  Satis- 
faciion  of  having  hi^Jeprivd'^  to  which  Liberius  w^/e 
this  Reply,  .  /    ...     -     . 

•^t  not  Ecclejiajftcal  T^rfoT^s  dcd^icaUd'  to  the  Serhicc 
ofGoA^  be  made  the  hjlruments  of  Secular  Revenge.  Re-- 
fiore  the  deprivd  Prelates  to  their  proper  Sees,  and  if  it 
^Ojil4y  he  fmd,  that  they  have  em.br a^'d  the/tiiC^pQ 
Faith  :  Then  let  them  unanimoufly  provide  for  the.T,^^cc 
of  the  Churchy  ajidjhe  Vindication  if  injur'' d  Innocence^ 
^  Cpnftanr.]  lean  only  dejlre  you  to  corfult  your  own 
Teace  and  the  Rcjiordticn  to  your  Country ^  by  fubfcribir^g 
and  coming  into  the  Copimunion  of  the  Church. 

.  Ijhi]  I  have  k'^d  farewel  to  my  ^Brethren  at  Rome,- 
and  fay  more- lle^ard  to  EcckpaJticalDfcipline  than  to 
a  VI ace  there. 
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The  eonfeqiience  of  this  Heroick  Fortitude  was 
to  be  banifli'd  :  A  poor  Revenge  upon  a  Man  of  Vir- 
tue and  good  Senfe,  whofe  Country  is  the  World,  and 
whofe  Native  Soil  is  the  Ground  on  which  he  treads. 

However,  this  Banifhment  \a  as  not  relifli  d  by  the 
Flock  :  Confiantim  about  two  Years  after  coming  tor 
wards  Rome)  The  People  repaired  to  him,  and  defir'd 
hifn  to  recal  cheir  Paftor  Liberim^  and  reftore  him  to 
his  deferred  People. 

The  Emperor  told  them,  they  had  no  occafion  to 
complain  of  fuch  a  want^  while  they  were  fupplied 
with  a. Man  worthy  of  that  Poft;  (w^.  Foelix  the 
Deacon)  to  which  the  People  replied,  that  none  of 
the  Orthodox  would  enter  into  the  Church  of  Prayer 
along  with  him,  (i) 

Upon  this,  the  Emperor  would  have  Comprimis'd 
the  Matter  by  calling  back  Lihe^im,  and  dividing  the 
the  See  between  him  and  his  Rival :  The  latter  Pro- 
pofal  was  rejeded  with  Scorn.  The  People  upon 
reading  the  Emperors  Letters  cried  out  {k)  one  God, 
one  Chrift,  one  Bifliop;  then  Liberies  was  reftor'd 
and  Fcelix  withdrew. 

I  conclude  from  hence,  that  the  Judiciary  Power 
over  a  BiChop  refided  in  a  Council,  and  that  when 
the  Emperor  pretended  to  punifli  Ecclefiaftical  Per- 
fons  with  civil  Penalties:  The  Church  look'd  upon 
"em  as  not  affedted  in  their  Spiritual  Charaders. 

This  Dialogue  is  fo  plain  and  evident  Inftance  there- 
of that  nothing  can  be  more  full :  The  Emperor  him- 
felf  did  not  infift  upon  the  Regale ;  but  the  Sentence  ^ 
of  the  Synod  and  Liberies  would  not  agree  to  that 
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Sentence ;   becaufe  the  Council  was  not  free,   biif 
aw'd  by  the  Emperors  Influence,  and  the  ^(hops  were 
either  corrupted  by  Ambition,  or  tainted  with  Hereiy. 

We  fee  plai.ily  fuch  Perfons  are  not  conapeteni: 
lleprefenters  of  the  Catholjck  Church. 

Therefore,  provided  the  Bifhop  of  Bangor  \%  fuph 
an  Heretiek,  as  lie  is  fLippos'd  rp  be  by  fon^e  People 
who  have  open'd  upon  him  lately  with  full  Mouthj. 
The  Archbiihop  wou!d  be  juftified  for  the  furure  in 
excluding  him  frpm  the  Convocation,  who  have  at 
leaftasmuch  Right  to  punifh  their  own  Members,  a$ 
an  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons  to  punifh  theirs. 

Nay,  th^  Convocation  in  fuch  a  Cafe  is  obligd  to 
lecludefuch  Hereticksj  nor  can  it  properly  be  call'd 
a  Convocation  of  the  Church  of  England^  while 
knowii  Hereticks  fit  therein. 

Becau(e  co  allow  them  to  fit  in  an  EcclefialticaJ 
Synod,  is  Equivalent  to  receiving  them  into  Com- 
munion. Tis  the  highelt  Acknowledgment  of  their 
being  Mernbers  of  the  fame  Church,  and  the  moll 
evident  Marks  of  Fellowfhip.  For  it  is  not  to  be 
fuppos'd,  that  in  a  Council  of  War,  the  Enemy  i$ 
called  in  to  confult  the  proper  Difpofitions  of  the 
Army  to  march,  retreat  or  engage :  $o  can  any  one 
think  an  Heretick  is  a  fit  Perfon  to  confult,  how  tq 
promote  the  Caufe  of  Religion. 

This  leads  me  to  an  Obfervation  concerning  the 
Difpute  about  the  Council  of  7r?;;f :  The  Proteftants 
treated  in  {lelation  to  fending  thither  their  Deputies^ 
and  if"  they  could  have  had  any  Hopes  of  not  being 
put-voted  without  Difpute;  they  would  not  hgve 
fcrupled  the  fame.  However,  it  was  a  ridiculous 
Hequeft  on  tlie  fide  of  the  Proteftants  to  ask,  and  it 
would  have  been  more  ridiculous  in  the  other  to 
grant ;  either  one  Side  pr  other  could  have  no  Right 
to  fit  in  a  general  Council  5  and  the  Proteftants  by 
pifif^ing  to  be  prefent,  gave  too  large  a  Scope  to 
•    >        ,     .       ^    ^  ^      the 
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the  P^piflfs  of^Trjumph.    But  the  other  Party  ^ere 
more  cunning,  they  harnper'd  '^m  wirfi  fiich  Term§ 
as  made  them  no  better  than  Grimjnak  at  the  bar  > 
upon  which  the  matter  came  to  a.  fruitlefe  End. 

I  deliver  my  Opinion  that  'ti^  ^bfurd,  that  Biflxops 
of  declgir'd  different  Communion?  (hould  fit  in  the 
fame  Synod ;  and  'tis  equally  the  (ame,  when  tbo' 
the  Communion  is  kept  up ;  fonie  are  but  occafional 
Conformifts,  and  tell  the  World,  they  are  in  their 
Sentiments  utterly  oppofite  to  the  Communion  to 
which  they  profefs  themfelves  to  belong ;  becaufe 
our  external  Anions  disjoyn'd  from  the  Concurrence 
of  our  Reafon  and  inward  Opinion  of  things,  are  only 
to  be  looked  upon  as  brutal  and  mechanical,  or  at 
leaft  they  have  no  Relation  to  Religion. 

I  conclude  therefore,  that  none  ought  to  fit  in  a 
Catholick  Synod,  who  ^re  Enemies  to  the  Catholick 
Faith. 

(I)  The  fame  Church  has  alfo  an  Independant 
Power  of  reconciling  Penitents ;  of  this  we  have  an 
undoubted  Inftance  from  the  Council  of  Arimi* 
pum^  the  Bifliops  of  which  Council  in  their  Epiftle 
to  Confiantius  acquaint  him,  that  Urfacius  and  Faletts 
had  recanted  their  Opinions,  and  renounc'd  their  He- 
refy ;  upon  which  they  were  received  into  Commu- 
nion again,  altho*  they  Apoftati^'d  afterwards. 

They  moreover  demanded  of  the  Emperor,  that 
he  would  reftore  the  banifli'd  Bilhop  s  to  their  Sees, 
which  for  want  of  their  lawful  Paftors  were  deftitutel 
This  they  moft  vehemently  urg'd  in  their  Letter, 
and  upon  receiving  no  fatisfadory  Anfwer,  they  Cent 
him  another  more  preffing  Exhortation  to  cotuply 
with  their  Demands. 
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(wj  About  the  fame  time  a  Conhcil  of  90  Bifliops 
was  held  at  Rome^  in  which  they  vigoroully  aflTerted 
their  Right  to  correA  wrong  Interpretations  of  Scrip- 
tures; and  fo  reduc'd  rhe  miltaken  to  a  true  Senfe 
of  Religion,  at  whicri  time  they  condemn'd  Auxentm. 

On  the  other  fide,  when  Con(tamm  exerted  the  Sq- 
cukr  Arm  and  banifti'd  Adeletius^  as  an  Heretick,  who 
iA/as.  Orthodox  :  (which  is  very  common  when  Here- 
tical Emperors  Reign)  The  People  paid  no  regard  to 
that  {n)  Sentence,  but  (eparared  from  the  ^r/^atwj,  and 
repair'd  to  a  Church  by  themfelves. 

From  whence  I  concUide,  that  the  Divifions  of 
HeretickSj  have  no  Influence  upon  the  Catholick 
Churcti. 

Thus  ftood  Affairs  in  Conftantim's  Reign.  When  the 
Regale  cou'd  not  get  a  Synod  on  its  fide,  Banifh- 
ments,  Confifcations  and  Death,  were  the  Lay-puniih- 
ments  adapted  to  the  Clergy.  But  when  Synods  ac- 
cording to  the  Emperors  Mind  coud  be  procured,  the 
Formality  of  Ecclefiartical  Cenfiires  was  ftriftly  pre- 
ferv'd,  and  what  they  call'd  the  Church,  feem'd  to 
have  a  Right  to  feme  Privileges  of  an  extraordinary- 
Nature,  and  the  Defender  of  rhe  Faith  would  per* 
fwade  fome  Fools,  that  he  anfwerd  his  Title  :  But 
when  Intereft  began  to  Clafli,  and  the  Church  had 
different  Views  from  the  Prince;  then  the  firft  Princi- 
ples lay  open  naked  to  the  Eye,  the  Temporal  and 
Ecclefiaftical  Powers  feparated,  and  convinced  Man- 
kind, that  the  Union  was  unnatural  and  not  calculated 
to  laft  long. 

That  which  will  cure  an  Aguefometimes,  other  wife 
brings  the  fame  Diftemper  upon  the  Patients;  the  Re- 

(m)  Theodoret  lib,  2.  c.  22. 

c/)flt;c«/4^'«/  ^Spoi^oKTP,  Thegdoret  lib.  2.  c.  31. 
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gale  may  in  a  proper  Seafon  well  applied,  extlnguifh 
a  growing  Herefy.  But  the  fao^e  Hand  .which  in  a 
garden  may  pInQJiMp  a  Weed,  may  alfo  root-up  a' 
Flower,  if  ic  be  mifchievoully  incliryd.  .    i    <- 

.  I  am  fure,  th.ofe  who  are  more  near! v  concernM 
in  the  C^re  of  this  Garden,  ought  not  to  futFer  cheir 
tender  Plants  to  bedeftroyy  by  the  Ralhnefs,.' Igno- 
rance or  M^ice  of  thofe,  who  are  not  qualified  Tor  ■ 
that  purpofe:  1  only  ask  whether  it  is  fair,  that  a ^ 
Knife  which  cuts  my  Victuals,  (hould  cut  tnyThrhatJ 
If  the  Secular  Arm  c^n  when  call'd  in^prevenra 
$torm^  :'tis  no  Reafpa,  the  faid  Power  (houldraife.a 
Tempel^tp  overturn  the  Church ;  at  lead,  every  Man 
in  b>3poft;  ought  to  endeavour  ro  preferve  the  fink* 
ihg^yeffeL.;  ..-^  :.;,i:'    ,,  ..  :   .   .      '  •    y  '• 

To.  rq^UiTn  to,  n:iatters  of  Faft,  Vakns  who  followed 
C^/^«;m's  5teps,rb^iiiilli'd  Me letm  of  Antioch^  Hufi- 
biHi  of  Samofatay,  fknd/Pelagh/s  of  LaoMcea:  But  how-; 
ever,  this  was  not  fijppqs'd  to  include  a  Deprivation^ 
nor  wre  tiieir  pretended  Crimea  thought  Cognizable 
in  the, Temporal  Courts;  it  was  by  Stratagem  Eufe^' 
b:us  wds,  tal^eh  from;  his  Flock, ^  and  even  after  that 
Theodoret  tells  lis,  the  intruding  Bifhop  was  look'd 
upon  with  an  evi]  Ey^  j  he  w^s  a  ^\(hop  by  him^ 
felf  ;■  the  rneaneft  Mechanicfc  would  not  come  to  his 
Prayers,.  nc«:  eyen-w;^fli  his  Hands  where  the  Biftiop 
had  l^eefi*  bfefpre^  (^Aiy^P  Gouldthey  find  no  Fault 
with  his  Life  andCoaverfation,  which  was  ftridlly  re- 
gular -and  fey  ere.  Thus  by  continual  Affronts  and 
Slights  they  hunted  himfrom  the  Place,  and  a  worfe 
came  into  hi?  Room,  ,who  ftipported  by  the  State^ 
fent  mapy  of  the.  faithful vPcople  into  Exile. 

■•'•f-'Te'doi'lbf-BjiHYiU  n^  -  ^■--  ''''"■  ^ ' 


(o)  Theodoret  lib,  4.  c.  iz.  i],  14, 
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Another  tnfta^ce  not  very  c6hfemptibte  6rcttrr''(l 
at  ifbar  time,  one'  Doffa^  BiOiop  of  Edtjja  was  deprived 
by  Valms,.  wtio  was  refolv'd  to  reduce  the  Feopk  to 
his  Meafiires  by  Vidence;  for  this  End,  he  fent  hiar 
SbWiers^  to  b€Jat  them:  ianto  a  Senfe  of  his  Regale  ^  biit  a 
ze^lflitn'd forth  in  thofe  Days  dnkiioWii  to  latter  AgeS: 
Xl*e^y  w^e  all  prepaid  for  Martyrdom,  and  rather^ 
oho(e  to  die,  than  fubmk  to  an  unjuft  Power.  Ambngft^ 
the  Feft,  Eifiogmf  a  Presbyter  of  Note, was  eommand-^ 
ed  by!  th&  Lieiitertant  to  Gommunicate  \)i7ith  theEm* 
perqf;  to<  which  Dsm^d^  he  mfadei  this  faceeious  Re- 
ply; wh^t  isr  t  lie  Sa'ctdrddt^l  Dignity  artnex'd  to  the 
Piiitpje;  and.  t^d  feiifl  withaJ,  he  had  a  Biflidp^  tt^hd^ 
was'tha^  Centre^  of  Qhity  to  hinv,  aYid  with  him  afone, 
he  would  Communicate.  This  brisk  Anfwef  brought 
ai  Secular  Storm  upon,  tfee  Ffead  of  him(elf,and  of  his 
B^ferqrty  who  were  banifli'dl  irt  Troops  td  remote 
Countries;  to  bewail  the  Mfeforddnes'  of  the  Churchy 
awd  the  Diftraaiwisi  the  Regale  hdd  made. 

•8r..B^//Witbft(Di^ai  Scorft^t-of  a  different  Nature, 
hi$?-R:epufation  Wa^vtck>  great*  td  be  eafily  oVfertiitnd, 
andithefcaning4of  TempeftaodsJ Sfeas  wbuld'make  no 
Ittt^dnoniapoaftbeiFirmnefi  ofa(Rock  which  could 
neyeri  he  fhakm,.  rfi^^efore  another  Method  was  pur- 
f^J'tflu  >  iefo^afi^tihb'Em'perorSLieutenafir,  \^a^  fent  to 
invitb:  the  Rera-ewd  Pmlhce  to  coitfiAi^rticate  wiMisu- 
^'odsis^  and  t(9J  t^mpt  his  Integrity  tvJth  fuch  Promilfe^. 
as^woyurdidkBoflTlliakeTom*  M^ei^rt^^^l^^^^^^         hb  r^^^'^ 
tUrn'i  them  alsf  ftfdn^fol  a!*i  Ai^iwer'a^  thei^  Solidtii^^^ 
ti^ns  wa-elimpe^fiHinr,  ind  gaK^e  thetti  to  undiefrftandy 
b^toclktiti  very  lmWtt<*Iy,  that  th^^y  fhottld  prefshhrt^ 
with  fuch  Ar^iAi^ntSj  a^  i*ere -eatlculated  only  for 
School  Boys,  and  not  for  a  Perfbn  converfant  in  lacred 
Log! nil jg°, -atrd^rhe  ^Lidy  of  Divine  and  Noble  t'ruthso 

(j)  Thcodoret  lib.  4.  c.  17* 
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Kis  Condud  fcreen'd  him  from  the  firfl:  AfTault^ 
and  the  Providence  of  God  from  the  Second  j  fof 
wi Jen  the  Emperor  was  about  to  write  the  War- 
rant for  his  Banifhmenc,  the  Hand  which  reft  rains 
the  Wrath  of  Kings,  flnick  the  Angry  Monarch  with 
a  Stupor,  which  prevented  the  Mifchief  he  defign^dj 
and  gave  him  time  to  repent  of  his  Follies^  and  thus 
St.  Bajil  ef cap  d  from  the  imminent  Danger,  in  which 
he  was  involv'd. 

(r)  Peter  who  fucceeded  the  great  Athanajim^  be- 
fore he  was  Warm  In  his  See,  was  perturbed  by  the 
State ;  and  E'^zoius  broUj£ht  Luans  from  Avtiocb  (of 
whom  I  lately  made  mention)  and  plac'd  him  mAltx-- 
andriay  where  he  met  but  with  a  cool  Reception ;  for 
the  People  having  imbib  d  Athanafim%  Inflruitions, 
deferted  the  Churches,  and  walked  in  the  old  Paths. 
(ij  Thefe  were  the  times  in  which  the  Regale  flou- 
rifh'd,  times  which  would  make  any  Heart  bleed;, 
who  had  the  leaft  Senle,  either  of  the  Honour  of 
God  or  of  Religion :  They  are  defcrib'd  to  the  Life, 
with  all  their  Varieties  of  Horrour,  in  Theodoret  Uy,  4^ 
c.  20.  The  Temples  profan'd,  and  the  Preferments 
of  the  Church  given  to  abandoned  Prieft?,  were  the 
happy  Confequences,  of  the  Princes  interrupting  the 
Calm  and  Tranquility  of  the  Church. 

Having  thus  given  a  sketch  of  the  Emperor  VaUm 
Reign,  and  how  firmly  the  Catholick  BilTbops  affert- 
i^d  their  judiciary  Powers :  I  (hall  carry  my  Reader 
into  the  Calms  ofTheodo/iuss  Reign,  Wi  en  the  Prince 
was  good  Natur'd  and  Religious  at  the  fame  time. 


(»)  Theodoret  lib.  4.  c,  19. 
hijuy.  Theod.  lib.  4.  c.  !?• 
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(t)  The  Council  ofConfiantinople^  "Which  was  the  fe- 
cond  General  Council,  deposed  Maxima  Biftiop  of 
Conftantinofk^  and  interdicted  him  the  Church. 

In  this  Counc-1,  the  above-mention'd  Ntcem  Capon 
was  confirm'd  in  thefe  Words. 

In  Relation  to  Government,  we  muft  have  due 
Refpedt  to  the  Decrees  of  the  Nieem  Council ;  that 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Affairs  of  every  Province, 
fliall  belong  to  the  Provincial  Synod.  This  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  llluftracion  of  the  Nkcm  Canon,  that  Bilhops 
were  therein  included,  becaufe  they  mull  undoubt- 
edly be  included  here,  unlefs  the  Punifhment  of  a 
Bifhop  is  an  Affair  of  no  confequence.     {u) 

Du  Tinne^  has  given  us  in  his  Book  de  Jntiqua  Ec- 
cJeJia  Difciflinay  the  Interpretation  of  ^ihe  African  Fa- 
thers of  this  Canon,  in  their  Epiftle  to  Cekfiive  thus. 

With  all  due  ReffeB  to  your  Reverence,  we  humbly 
legf  that  you  will  not  receive  thofe  into  your  Commu^ 
nion,  who  have  been  ejected  from  ours :  Becaufe  we 
humbly  frefume,  that  the  Council  of  like  had  fully  de^ 
termind  that  Cafe  j  for  tho^  that  Council  feems  to  ffeak 
mere  particularly  in  Relation  to  the  inferior  Clergy  and 
Laity :  The  fame  Reafon  holds  equally  Jlronji^  that  Ex- 
communicated  BifloopSy  Jhould  not  be  receivd  rafhly  by 
your  Holin^Js ;  becaufe  no  Decree  of  any  Council  hitherto^ 
have  favour  d  fuch  a  Diminution  of  the  Trivileges  of  our 
Churchy  and  the  Nicene  Decrees  have  Subjected  as  well 
Bijl^opSy  as  the  Inferior  Clergy  to  their  Metropolitans  ^ 
they  prudently  forefaw^  that  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God^ 
would  not  be  wanting  in  a  Vrovincial  Synod^   to  deter* 


(t)  Theodoret  lib.  8. 

(u)  Manifeftum  namque  eft  quod  per  fingulas  quafque 
provincias  Provincialis  Synodus  adminiftrare  &  gubeinare 
pmnia  debeat  Secundum  quae  funt.  in  Nicaena  defiuit,  Cone. 
Con^.  Can,  j. 
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ffiint  Controverjtes  that  (houU  arifiy  and  difirihutejufiice 
as  Opportunity  jhould  off er. 

He  cites  alfo  Innucent^s  Epiftle  to  ViBicm^  to  the 
fame  pi.rpofe. 

In  (hort,  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the  fucceeding 
Councils  and  Fathers,  are  the  beft  Commentaries 
upon  the  ISJfcene  Canon,  and  the  Inftances  ah-eady 
produced,  are  fufficient  to  decide  the  Controversy. 

(x)  John  Cbryfofiome  in  the  K6gns  of  Honorm  and 
Arcadias^  was  appointed  to  be  a  V^iftim  to  a  Wo- 
man's Revenge  \  a  Council  was  pack'd  by  the  means 
of  his  grand  Enemy  Theophtlm^  (^)  confifting  even  of 
thofe  Bifliips  himfelf  had  deprived,  the  reft  were  either 
fummon'd  by  the  Emperor  or  by  Theophilus.  (z^)  Sr. 
Chryfojiome  behav'd  himfelf  as  one  who  paid  no  great 
regard  to  the  Regale,  and  left  to  the  Sx  nod,  againft 
whofe  Authority  he  objeiled :  That  the  Synod  was 
not  large  enough  to  trv  him,  and  was  moreover 
ftor'd  with  his  eternal  Foes,  who  had  unanimoufly 
confpir'd  his  Ruin :  He  was  refolv'd  to  appeal  to  a 
general  Council,  and  to  fubmit  to  no  Trial,  if  he 
could  not  confront  his  Evidence,  and  have  the  Li- 
berty of  making  his  own  Defence. 

I  obferve  from  hence,  that  he  had  no  Notion  that 
the  Emperor  could  take  Cognizance  of  his  Cafe,  for 
then  there  could  be  no  Objedlion  againft  the  Synod, 
which  afted  by  his  Authority,  and  a  great  many 
of  whofe  Members,  were  aftually  fummon'd  by  him 
to  Chalcedon. 

(a)  St.  Chryfofiome  was  depos'd  and  banilh'd,  but 
pn  the  Tumults  of  the  common  People  rifing  to 


(x)  Socr,  Hift.  Hb.6.c.i4. 
iy)  Soz.  2.  lib.  8.  c.  17, 

WSoz.z.lib.8.c,  18, 
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an  imolaegible  Heighth,  the  Etrip^ror  causM  him  to 
be  reftor'd ;  he  lodg'd  in  the  Suburba,  and  refused 
to  enter  the  City,  till  be  had  been  decl^r'd  by  a 
greater  Synod,  unjuttly  deposed  from  bis  Bifliop- 
rick. 

From  whence  I  conclude,  he  look'd  upon  the  Sy- 
nod as  not  lawful :  Moreover,  he  had  no  Notion 
with  the  Bifhop  of  Bangor^  thai:  Baniftnient  included 
Peprivation ;  becaufe  he  would  iiill  remain  bani(h'd 
by  his  own  C'.hoice,  while  at  the  fame  time,  he  kept 
l]p  his  Pretenfions  to  his  Bifhoprick, 

{b)ht  lalihewas  prevail'd  upon  to  enter  the  City, 
but  with  greater  Difficulty,  was  indue'd  to  enter  the 
Church;  becaufe,  1  fuppofe,  he  did  not  care  to  be- 
ftow  his  BlefllDg  upon  thofe  Schifmaticks,  who  had 
been  the  Caufe  of  his  Misfortunes  and  the  Churches 
Confufion ;  for  he  infilled,  that  his  Enemies  fliould 
firft  Retradt  what  they  had  done,  which  as  Biihops, 
fliey  were  oblig'd  to  do.  {q)  However,  prevailed  upon 
by  earneft  Imporcunities  he  (iifpended  his  Refolution, 
entred  the  Church,  bleffed  the  People,  and  charm'd 
the  beft  Pain:  of  bis  Audience;  fometime  after,  a 
Council  wascairdof6o  Bifliops,  who  declared,  whatr 
(bever  w<iS  done  by  the  Synod  of  the  Oak,  was  void, 
and  that  Joh7%  was  their  Bifhop  ftill. 

(/^)  However,  this  Peace  was  but  (tiortf-llv'd  j  the 
good  Prelate  could  not  help  preaching  againft  the 
Vices  and  Follies  of  the  Age.  The  Emperors  Wife 
was  not  wholly  free  from  Imputation,  which  raisd 
a  Storm  too  violent  for  Chryfofiome  to  Withlland, 


(c)  Soz.  lib.  8.  c.  19.  ''Ayj)^7%l^7nHJi.  ^a^^f/^^'^j  ^ 

(d)  Soz;.  lib,  c.  IQ. 
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The  Emperc^  was  pleas'd  to  fend  him  word  upon  a 
new  Qyarrel,  that  he  would  no  longer  communi- 
cate with  him:  However,  they  proceeded  upon  his 
former  Sentence,  and  only  demanded  of  him,  why 
after  being  depos'd  by  a  Synod,  he  prefum'd  to  main- 
tain the  Pofleffion  of  his  See.  Upon  this,  he  producd 
a  Lift  of  thofe  Bifhops  who  communicated  with  him, 
igifter  that  Synod  had  paft  Sentence ;  which  were  more 
than  thofe  who  had  condemn'd  him,  which  by  the 
Canons  ought  to  put  a  bar  to  his  Depofition,  but  he 
was  not  heard.  The  Canon  was  alledgM  to  be  made 
by  the  Avians ^  to  (hift  off  the  Piiniflimenc  due  to 
their  Crime?  when  Fortune  (hould  reduce  them  as 
low  as  they  had  been  high  before. 

From  hence  I  conclude,  that  at  this  time  the 
Power  of  depriving  or  otberwife  cenfuring  Bftiops, 
was  folely  inverted  in  a  Synod  j  no  Secular  Power  in 
this  Difpute  was  appealed  to;  nor  any  Allegation  in 
prejudice  of  Synodical  Trials  fo  much  as  hinted  at, 
in  the  whole  Relation, 

'Tis  not  to  my  purpofe,  to  infift  upon  St.  Chry-' 
fofiome  and  his  Flocks  behaviour;  becaufe  the  Dif- 
pute was  not  between  the  Regale  and  the  Church, 
but  a  Difpute  in  the  Church  itfelf,  whether  t\w  Sy- 
nod of  the  Oak  was  a  lawful  Synod  or  nor?  How- 
ever, we  have  gather'd  from  this  famous  Inftance, 
enough  for  our  purpofe.  ^I'iz.  The  Emperor  at  thac 
time,  could  not  pretend  to  any  judicial  Power  over 
a  Bifhop,  but  this  was  intirely  invefted  in  a  Synod. 
(g)  We  may  be  fuppiied  with  farther  Inftances,  from 
the  general  Council  of  Ephefm:,   in  which  Ne[iorim 
was  deprived,  before  the  Emperor  knew  any  thing 
the  Matter. 


U)  Eva|;riUs  lib*  i,  c.  8* 

In 


C  54) 

In  the  Contefts  concerning  the  Unttchlam^  the 
Bifliops  depri  d  by  Diofcorus  were  reflor'd  by  the 
Council  ot  Cbalcedon,  and  Diofcorus  was  deprived  by 
the  fame  Council,  without  the  Sentence  of  the  Se- 
cular Power. 

(f)  Tho*  I  muft  confefs,  the  Emperor  was  generally 
us'd  with  fo  much  Civility,  as  to  be  acquainted  with 
what  was  done^  and  his  Approbation  was  delir'd  : 
But  if  he  would  not  grant  the  fame,  there  was  no 
Redrefi  on  his  Part  but  flying  to  the  Regale,  ba- 
nifhing  the  Bilhops,  and  making  the  molt  dreadful 
Havock  in  the  Church. 

But  however,  thefe  Aftions  cannot  ^StCt  Chri- 
ftianity  •,  her  Powers  have  been  fix  d  by  general 
Councils,  and  the  fitth  Ntcene  Canon  from  time  to 
time  by  fucceffive  Councils  has  been  explained. 

The  fourth  general  Council  of  Chakedon  fays, 
that  Bifliops  Qiiarrels  fliall  be  decided  by  a  Provin- 
cial Synod,  Metropohtans  by  the  Primate  of  the 
Diocefe,  or  by  the  Patriarch  C^)  of  Conftantino^U. 

The  Emperor  in  Relation  to  judiciary  Caufes  is 
not  (b  much  as  thought  upon  nor  regarded. 

As  to  Imperial  Refcripts,  I  look  upon  them  as 
unjuftifiable  Parts  of  the  Regale.  However,  they 
never  extended  fo  far,  as  to  give  the  Emperor  a 
Power  to  determine  upon  an  Ecclefiaftical  Aftair ; 
but  only  to  move  the  matter  to  be  difcufs'd  by  an 
higher  Synod :  This  was  callM  RetraEtatio. 

Perhaps  fome  will  fay,  this  is  making  too  free 
with  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Church,  which 


(f)  Evagr.  lib.  2.  c.  ^  4. 

(jl)  Liceat  eis  qui  fe  dixerint  laefos  propterea  movere 
apud  Synodum  Provinciae  eertamen,  fi  quis  vero  putaverit 
fe  a  proprio  Metropolitano  gravari  apud  primatem  Dipce- 
feos  ut  apud  Conftantinopolitanae  civitatis  fedem  agat 
Negotium.  Con.  Chalced,  c,  16. 
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I  am  very  ready  to  grant,  but  the  Primitive  Chri- 
ftians  pay'd  ever  the  greateft  deference  to  their  Prin- 
ces, and  did  not  care  to  call  Councils  without  their 
Confent,  unlefs  the  Church  was  in  real  Danger: 
It  was  by  Reafbn  therefore  of  this  (hare  the  Empe- 
ror had  in  calling  Councils,  that  thefe  Retracftations 
took  place  which  had  a  mifchievous  Effe<a  after- 
wards in  the  Weftern  Churches,  and  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  Pope,  to  enlarge  his  Patriarchal  Do- 
minions. 

But  fuch  Refcripts  have  been  difcourag'd  in  the 
Church,  as  Du  tinne  obferves  from  the  6th  Canon  of 
the  ConfiantinofoUtan  Council. 

*^  If  the  Provincial  Biftiops  are  unable  to  corredl  an 
*^  Offender,  then  a  greater  Synod  (hall  be  recurred  to. 
'^  And  if  any  (hall  condemn  the  Decrees,  and  (hall 
"  either  appeal  to  the  Secular  Power,  or  in  contempt 
''  of  the  Biftiops  of  his  Diocefe  (hall  appeal  to  an  uni- 
*'  verfal  Synod  ;  fuch  a  Perlbn  (hall  by  no  means  be 
*^  encouragd. 

However,  this  Power  of  Retradlation  was  given 
by  the  Council  of  Sardice  to  the  Pope,  w^hich  (hews 
they  did  not  look  upon  it  as  an  infeparable  Preroga- 
tive of  the  Supream  Power.  It  may  alfo  be  fuppos'd 
the  Emperor  wou'd  have  found  out  a  Puni(hmenc 
equal  to  a  PremunirCy  if  the  Bi(hops  had  fuffer'd  fuch 
a  notorious  Infrad:ion  of  their  Rights. 

I  would  have  the  Reader  carefully  diftinguifli  a 
Retraftation  from  an  Appeal,  becaufe  a  molt  impor- 
tant matter  depends  upon  that  Diftindlion. 

An  Appeal  is  transferring,  a  Caule  from  a  lower 
Court,  to  a  Superior  one. 

A  RetracHiion  is  only  recommending  a  Caiife  to  a 
Superior  Court  to  be  tried. 

An  Appeal  therefore  to  an  Emperor,  fuppofes 
that  he  is  a  Superior  Power  in  that  Affair. 

But 
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But  a  Retradation  is  only  a  Petition  of  the ''Empe- 
ror for  any  other  Power  to  whom  it  is  granted) 
to  a  Superior  Court  to  try  the  caufe. 

1  have  infilled  the  more  upon  this  Topick,  be- 
cause fe  rather  weakens  than  confirms  the  Power  of 
the  Prince  in  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs:  If  we  confider 
that  the  only  Power  in  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  Which 
looks  like  an  appeal  to  the  Emperor,  was  transferred 
by  a  Council,  to  a  Biftiop  of  Rome. 

Thus  have  I  gone  paft:  the  four  firft  general  Coun- 
cils, and  here  I  (hall  ftop,  becaufe  I  am  got  to  that 
©xtremit.  of  time,  which  the  Church  oi  England  al- 
lows to  be  Primitive ;  and  has  obliged  herftlf  to  obferve 
the  Canons  of  the  Church  in  thafe  Ages. 

I  leave  to  the  Readers  impartial  View,  whether 
the  Rights  ot  the  Church  fo  far  have  not  been  clear- 
ly convey'd  down  to  his  underftanding. 

I  (hall  beg  lea  'e  to  make  this  Application  to  the 
Church  of  England. 

I  do  not  in  the  leaft  concern  my  felf  in  the 
Qiteftion  of  the  King's  Supremacy  in  general:  But 
I  think  we  ought  to  examine  m  what  this  Supremacy 
eonfitts,  and  to  explain  and  qualify  it  in  fuch  a 
SeniQ,  that  it  may  not  choak  im  ffenfive  People. 

It  cannot  mean  an  abfolute  Supremacy  over  the 
Church  of  England,  in  Relation  to  her  Dependancy 
on  the  Catholick  Church.  But  only  as  confider'd 
in  her  felf  as  a  National  Church. 

I  fay,  (he  muft  b<"  confider'd  as  a  Branch  of  the 
Catholick  Church ;  which  is  one  Body  confifting  of 
many  Members  difpers  d  over  the  World  :  The  Re- 
prefentative  of  the  Church  is  a  general  Council  to 
whofe  Decifions  e^ery  National  Church  is  as  much 
oblig'd  ro  fubmit,  as  Corporations  are  oblig'd  to 
acquie(ce  in  the  Determinations  of  an  Engli(h  Par- 
liament in  our  Kingdom  ;  Any  other  Supremacy  is 
dire<^ly  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Chrift,  and  the 
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Inftitucion  of  his  Kingdom;  which  is  (b  contriv'd 
as  to  confift  of  fevera!  United,  National  Churches, 
as  the  States  of  Holland  are  at  this  Day  united  in  their 
PoHtical  Form  of  Government.  Therefore  were  our 
Afts  of  Parh'ament  more  expreffive  than  they  are  in 
Relation  to  the  Regal  Supremacy ;  they  cannot  pre* 
fcribe  to  that  Part  of  the  Catholick  CHurch  which  is 
not  fiibjeil  to  England^  any  more  than  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  can  prefcribe  to  the  Parliament  of 
Tarls.  TheQnf^ftion  therefore  only  remains,  whether 
the  four  firft  general  Councils  can  oblige  us  equally 
this  Day  ?  I  think  it  is  little  to  be  queftion'd,  that  if 
they  oblig'd  our  Fathers,  they  oblige  us  in  the  fame 
manner,  till  another  general  Council  arifes,  which 
repeals  the  A<^s  of  the  former. 

Ifwedeftroy  this  mutual  Dependancy,  we  (p!ic 
the  Chriftian  Religion  into  many  diftindl  and  inde- 
pendant  Socieries.  But  even  here  we  muit  have  cer- 
tain Limits,  which  determine  the  Bounds  of  each 
Society,  as  the  Egyptians^  when  their  Lands  were 
overflowed  by  the  Ntk^  by  the  help  of  Geometrical 
Rules,  could,  when  the  River  retreated,  find  the  di- 
ftinft  Portion  of  Land  which  belonged  to  each  Per- 
fon :  So  ought  we  to  have  fome  general  Rules  to  find 
out  our  Clvurch,  and  its  prefcribM  Bounds,  either 
in  her  profperous  or  perfecuted  State.  In  her  pro(^ 
perous  State,  according  to  the  Rules,  fome  Men  have 
laid  down,  fhe  may  perhaps  be  eafily  found,  but 
in  Times  of  Persecution,  thofeXand- marks  are  de- 
ftroy'd.  There  are  no  Criterions  left  to  judge  where 
we  (hall  find  the  Church  of  Chrift;  for  if  being  of  the 
National  Eftablifh'd  Church,  is  the  only,  or  the  moit 
diftingiiiftiing  Criterion  of  the  Church  of  Chrift,  when 
that  Eftablilhmenc  is  taken  away,  (he  is  left  intirely 
deftitute. 

I  We 
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We  mnft  therefore  fiirely  grant,  that  the  Church 
has  other  Marks  by  which  (he  may  be  known. 

I  we  recur  to  the  firft  Inftitution  of  Diocefes,  and 
the  Partitions  of  Ecdefiaftical  Government,  we  (hall 
find  no  Notion  of  a  National  Church  to  have  pre- 
vaiPd.  Atbanafttis  of  Alexandria  extended  his  Epis- 
copal Powers  to  the  Indies^  to  Places  not  fubjed;  to 
his  own  Sovereignty,  yet  if  his  Prince  was  abfolute 
Supream  Head,  Athanajiirs  muft  here  derive  all  that 
Power  he  exercis'd  over  the  Indians  from  the  Purple, 
which  would  involve  the  Barbarians  in  the  Supre- 
macy of  the  Emperor  of  Confiantinofle.  But  this  is 
contrary  to  the  Hjpothefes. 

It's  evident  from  common  Senfe,  that  he  who  a£ts 
by  anothers  Authority,  does  riot  in  that  refpeft  adt  by 
his  own.  And  if  Atba'na/ius  had  no  Independant  Autho- 
rity, he  mmt  ad:  by  another ;  and  confequently  we  run 
into  this  Pofition,  that  a  Prince  of  one  National  Church 
may  claim  Supremacy  over  another,  which  is  ab- 
furd  or  contrary  to  the  Hjpothefes^  that  National 
Churches  are  Independant. 

I  will  only  fuppofe  Scctland  and  England  Indepen- 
dant Kingdoms,  and  engaged  in  continual  Wars  againft 
each  other.  I  will  a'fo  fuppofe  a  Bifhop  of  Carlijle 
to  have  an  entire  Diocefs  within  the  Marches  of  £;^j^- 
iand:  But  the  Scots  by  force  of  Arms  in  a  juft  and 
righteous  War  feize  upon  Part  of  the  Englifli  Domi- 
nions within  the  Limits  of  this  Diocefs.  Query,  what 
Relation  the  Bifhop  of  Carlife  has  to  that  Part  of  the 
Dioceft  feiz'd  by  the  Scots,  and  which  becomes  their 
own  by  the  Law  of  Arms,  and  by  the  Decree  of 
Juftice. 

According  to  the  Notion  of  the  King's  abfolute 
Supremacy,  he  can  only  ad  as  a  Bi(hop  by  Conimif- 
fion  from  the  King,  and  in  purfuance  of  this,  Ibme 
Bifhops  in  Englandhave  taken  out  fijch  Commiffions; 
but  the  King's  Commiffion  cou'd  not  impower  him 
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the  Scots  by  the  H/pothefes,  viz.  that  National 
Churches  are  Independant,  it  remains,  that  the  Rela- 
tion ceafes  between  him  and  that  Part  of  his  Flock. 

But  if  I  put  the  Cafe,  that  the  Scots  are  either  Pa- 
gans or  Presbyterians^  if  the  firlt;  that  Part  of  the  Dio* 
cefs  is  left  deftitute  of  the  common  Orfices  of  t' e 
Chriftian  Religion;  and  if  the  latter,  they  are  deprived 
at  leaft  of  the  Epifcopal  Form  of  Church  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Gonfequences  of  either  are  fatal  to  the  Chri- 
ftian  Religion,  and  contrary  to  the  C3mmiffion  of  our 
Saviour,  Go  teach  all  Nations  y  for  Teaching  is  an  Au- 
thoritative Adt,  and  derived  from  the  Commiffion  gi* 
ven  by  our  blefled  Saviour  to  his  Apoftles  Independ- 
dantly  of  the  State.  But  if  this  cannot  be  granted, 
which  it  will  not  by  fome  Men,  I  would  ask  in  what 
manner  all  Nations  (hall  be  taught ;  for  an  Indepen- 
dant Nation  cannot  exerple  an  Authoritative  A61 
over  another. 

From  hence  I  conclude,  that  there  are  Catholick 
Powers  independant  of  the  State,  i  e.  all  fuch 
Powers  as  are  necelTary  for  propagating  the  Gofpel 
in  all  Parts  of  the  World,  and  prelerviig  the  fame 
when  'tis  done.  The  Catholick  Church  has  alfo 
Power  to  Treat  and  Debate  upon  fuch  Meafures  as 
may  preferve  an  Harmony  between  every  Member 
of  the  faid  Church  ;  to  punilh  the  Refra^ftory  and 
Difobedient  and  to  maintain  Unity  of  Faith  in  the 
Bond  of  Peace. 

For  this  purpofe  general  Councils  met,  as  the 
Reprelentatives  of  the  Catholick  Church  to  repreft 
the  fi-ft  Efforts  of  Herefy  in  their  Birth,  and  to  make 
Creeds,  which  are  Tefts  upon  Men  to  try  whether 
they  agree  in  the  fame  Faith  with  the  Chyr^h. 

But  when  the  Powers  of  the  faid  Church  were 
interrupted  by  the  Exorbitance  of  the  Regale,  or  the 
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Ufiirpations  of  the  Popedom,  then  (he  was  divided, 
dittrafted  and  torn.  The  Weft  feparated  from  the  Eaft, 
only  upon  a  Contention  about  Puppets,  and  the  true 
Church  lay  obfcurely  in  fome  remote  Parts  of  Greece 
and  Ethiopia,  till  it  obtain  d  a  Refurreftion  in  Engr 
land, 

I  hope  it  will  be  granted  by  this  time,  that  no  Na- 
tional Monarch  can  deftroy  the  Dependace  of  his 
Chriftian  Snbjedls,  upon  the  Catholick  Church,  to 
which  he  is  only  a  Feudatory  Lord,  and  owes  Alle- 
giance himfelf,  which  we  muft  grant^  or  deny  him 
to  be  a  Member  of  the  Church  of  Chrift. 

I  have  alfo  prov'd,  that  the  Supremacy  beftow'd 
upon  the  King  at  the  Reformation,  was  not  abfb- 
lute,  But  Feudatory,  and  the  King  bears  the  fame 
Refpecl  to  the  Catholick  Church,  as  an  Eleftor  of 
Bavarians  does  to  the  Empire. 

Confequently  if  he  turns  Heretick,  if  he  betrays  the 
Depojrtuw^  or  adls  contra^'y  to  the  Canons  of  the 
Catholick  Church,  he  may  be  deprived  of  his  Supre- 
inacy,  with  which  he  is  only  entrufted  for  the  good 
of  the  Church. 

In  this,  Bangor,  Marfhall,  and  other  Modern  Pre- 
tenders to  write  about  Schifm  agree :  For  they  own, 
that  if  he  turns  his  Power  to  deftroy  the  Church  by 
being  a  Papift,  he  forfeits  his  Power,  and  if  he  for- 
feits this  Power  by  being  a  Papift,  why  not  by  beir^ 
an  Enemy  to  the  Church  any  other  way  ?. 

If  he  declares  himfelf  of  her  Communion,  never- 
thelefs,  if  he  prote(9:s  Herefies  as  Confiantius  and  Fa- 
lens  did  before,  he  may  he  paflively  refifted  (if  that 
Phrafe  be  not  a  ContradiftionJ  or  in  fhorr,  he  may  be 
refifted  by  thofe  Arms  God  has  put  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Church,  viz,.  Canons,  Decrees,  Excommu- 
nications, &c. 

The 
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The  Supream  Head  of  the  Church  Thtodofttu  was 
Excommunicated  by  St.  AmbrGfcy  who  was  not  fo 
much  as  a  Patriarch ;  nay,  he  was  Excommunicated, 
and  confequently  deprived  by  a  fingle  Bifhop  with- 
out a  Synod,  which  no  common  Bifliop  cou'd  be  of 
the  leaft  Account.  WasthisSupremacyconfer'dinthofe  ' 
Days?  Strange,  that  the  Head  of  the  Church  cou'd  be 
depriv'd  by  a  fingle  Bifliop,  and  that  the  Members 
and  Subjefts  to  the  fame  Head  cou'd  be  depriv'd  by 
no  lefs  than  a  Synod !  It  is  the  fame,  as  that  a  Com- 
moner (houldhave  the  Privilege  of  being  try'd  by  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  a  Lord  himfelf  have  only  the 
the  Privilege  of  being  try'd  by  the  common  Courts  of 
JVe/fminfier  Hall. 

St.  Amhrofe  tells  the  Emperor  to  his  Face,  that  he 
mull  acquiefce  in  his  faid  fpiritual  Bonds,  and  not  by 
{h)  refufing  to  obey  add  one  Wickednefs  to  another. 

The  Emperor  was  fo  far  from  having  a  Notion  of 
this  abfolute  Supremacy,  that  when  Ruffinus  his 
Steward  of  the  Houftiold  offered  to  move  the  Bifliop 
to  relax  his  Sentence,  he  told  him,  that  Ambrofi  was 
not  to  be  work'd  upon  by  Imperial  Threats. 

When  St.  Amhrofe  after  due  Satisfadlion  had  re- 
ceived the  Emperor  into  the  Church,  he  alfo  allotted 
him  his  Place  amongft  the  Laicksy  for,  fays  he,  the 
Purple  makes  Emperors,  but  not  Priefts.  (/)  The 
Emperor  fubmitted  and  excused  himfelf  as  being 
us'd  to  that  Cuftom  at  Omfiantinofle^  but  when  he  re- 
turn'd  thither,  he  told  Ntfionusj  Bifliop  of  that  Place, 
that  he  had  learn'd  the  difference  between  a  Prince 
and  a  Bifliop,  fince  he  had  the  Happinels  of  coming 
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under  St.  Amhrofes  Difcipline,  and  for  the  future  he 
was  refolv'd  after  ofFermg  his  Gifts  at  the  Altar,  to 
petire  back  to  the  Rails. 

Jpioauce  this  Inltance  to  (hew  how  far  Theodofius 
was  remov  d  froni  an  abfohjte  Supremacy  over  the 
Ci:jurch.  Oil !  Divine  St.  Ambrofe,  thy  Name  with 
St.  Atbanafttts'^  ought  to  be  engrav'd  in  the  Hearts  of 
every  Chriitian  to  iucceeding  Ages,  till  the  World  is  no 
more. 

Our  Articles  of  Rehgion  have  explained  the  Su- ' 
premaey,  by  declaring  that  the  Queen's  Majefty 
means  no  more,  than  chat  G  iriltian  Princes  have  the 
fame  Power  with  th.e  Jewt[h  Kings  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment.  But  was  nofNehnchadnczz^ar  an  Heathen 
Prince,  asm uch  King  ot  the  Jews  as  David ^  was  he 
not  fent  by  God,  and  acknowledge  the  Sovereign  of 
.  that  People  in  the  holy  Scriptures ;  yet  furely  this 
Heathen  Monarch  could  not  be  Head  of  thejewijh 
Church ,  for  the  Head  of  a  Church  is  the  Center  of 
Unity,  but  how  an  Heathen  cou'd  be  theCenter  of  Unity 
to  the  Members  of  tiie  true  Religion  I  cannot  conceive. 

But  to  let  this  pafs  for  the  prelent,  if  the  Kings  of 
J^idab  had  an  abfolute  Supremacy  over  the  JewijJ:> 
Church,  before  the  Ten  Tribes  were  rent  from  the 
Houfe  of  J)avd.  I  would  ask,  how,  after  that  Rent 
the  Ifraelites  cou'd  be  guilty  of  Schifm  in  feparating 
from  the  Jews, 

Tis  evident  Jerokoam  had  the  Ten  Tribes  given 
him  by  God's  exprefs  Comrnand  ;  and  hewascon- 
fequendy  lawful  King  of  IfraeU  Why  then  was  not 
the  Supremacy  as  rpuch  invelted  in  Jeroboam  as  in 
V^eboboam  ?  and  why  was  not  one  as  much  Head 
of  the  Church  as  the  other :  In  what  could  the 
Schifm  confift",  not  in  feparating  from  Rhehoboam^ 
t)Ut  from  the  \7orfliip  of  God  in  the  Temple,  that 
is,  from  Perfonal  Communion  of  the  Pneils  there-* 
of:  How  then  pould  Kheboboam  be  faid  tp  be  ab- 
folute 
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foliite  Hedd  of  the  Jeii^ijlj  Church  ;  when  evert 
Jtroboam  might  have  continued  a  Member  of  the 
Jewijh  Church,  after  he  had  withdrawn  from  him, 
provided  he  had  kept  up  Communion  with  the 
Priefts  ot  the  Temple. 

The  Jemflj  Kings  had  no  Power  to  alter  one 
Ceremony  of  the  Jeii^ijh  Worfhip. 

They  had  no  Power  to  transfer  the  Priefthood 
from  the  Tribe  of  Levi. 

They  had  no  Power  to  transfer  the  Worflhip 
from  Jerufalem  to  any  other  Place. 
'    They  had  no  Legiflative  Power  fto  make  new 
Laws  in  the  Church,  or  repeal  the  old  ones.  - 

When  we  have  fumm'd  up  the  Particulars,  we 
(hall  find  the  total  Refult  will  be,  that  the  Jewifli 
Kings  were  not  abfolute  fupreme  Heads  in  that 
Church;  and  if  we  apply  the  fame  Particular  to 
our  own  Country,  we  (hall  find  our  Kings  will 
come  very  fliort  of  this  abfolute  fupreme  Power. 

For  by  the  firft,  no  Pagan,  no  Prince  of  a  Reli- 
gion deftrudive  to  the  Chriftian,  can  be  the  fupreme 
Head  of  our  Church. 

By  thefecond,  he  is  not  the  Center  of  Unity,  and 
Schifoa  does  not  confift  in  feparacing  from  him,  but 
from  the  Bifhops  of  his  Church. 
'  By  the  third,  (he  has  no  Power  to  decree  Rites 
and  Ceremonies  in  the  Church ;  confequently  there 
muft  be  a  Body  which  independantly  of  him  has 
that  Power. 

By  the  fourth,  there  is  an  Order  of  Men,  whom 
he  cannot  deprive  of  the  Priefthood ;  that  is  in  our 
Inftitution,  he  is  obi  g  d  to  allow  thofe  to  be  Priefts, 
who  have  a  Succelfion  from  the  Apoftles*       ^ 

By  the  fifth,  the  fame  holds,  why  a  Prince  cannot 
diifolve  a  Flock  from  their  Obedience  to  their  Bi- 
fliop  as  that  a  Jev^ijh  King,  cou'd  not  transfer  the 
VVorfhip  of  God  from  Jirujakm  to  another  Place; 
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becaufe  as  In  our  Difcipline  we  have  only  changed 
Perfons  for  Place ;  our  Prince  can  no  more  change 
the  firft,  than  the  Jctm^s  could  the  latter. 

By  the  6th,  the  Prince  can  make  no  Ecclefiaftical 
Injundions,  and  give  no  orders  which  (hall  oblige 
the  Clergy  as  Ecclefiafticks  to  obferve  the  fame. 

I  conclude,  that  the  mod  violent  afferts  of  the 
Regale  Supremacy  will  get  nothing  by  this  parallel, 

I  conclude,  that  God  has  taken  equal  care  to 
preferve  that  Qiurch  which  his  blefied  SonTounded 
with  his  Blood,  as  he  did  to  maintain  the  far  infe-^ 
rior  wotfliip  of  the  Jews,  which  the  Apoftle  in  com* 
parifon  with  ours,  calls  only  beggarly  Rudiments, 
and  of  which  we  need  fay  no  more,  but  that  it's 
Policy  was  made  on  purpofe  to  be  aboliflied,  and 
to  pave  the  way  for  Abetters. 

But  to  return,  I  do  affert,  that  the  Supremacy 
which  our  Englifli  Kings  claimed  at  the  firft  dawn 
of  the  Reformation  was  no  more  than  a  Concord 
betweeen  Church  and  State. 

This  evidently  appears,  from  the  form  of  Sub-» 
million  of  the  Clergv  to  the  King,  which  runs  thus.* 

"  We  your  molt  humble  Subjefts,  Orators  and 
"  Bedefmen,  of  your  Clergy  of  En^land^  having' 
**  our  fpecial  Truft  and  Confidence  in  your  excet- 
"  lenc'Wifdom,  your  Princely  Goodnefs,  and  fer- 
**  vent  Zeal  to  the  Promotion  of  God's  Honour, 
"  and  Chriftian  Religion,  and  alfo  in  your  Learn- 
*^  ing,  far  exceeding  in  our  judgment  the  Learnings 
"  of  all  other  Kings  and  Princes  that  we  have  read 
^*  of,  and  doubting  nothing  but  that,  the  fame  (hall' 
"  ftill  continue  and  daily  increafe  in  your  Majefty. 

^*  Firft  do  offer  and  promife  in  'verbo  facerdoti, 
l^  here  unto  your  Higbnefs,  &c. 

We  manifeftly  may  perceive  here,  that  this  wa» 
only  a  Perfonal  Truft  conferred  on  Henry  8th,  upon 
the  account  of  his  great  Learning  and  Abilities,  and 
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the  Concordate  not  extended  beyond  that  Monarch 
and  thennifelves. 

Neither  can  I  imagine,  hoW  the  Convoeatioii 
cou'd  bind  a  fiicceeding  dhe,  as  ic  is  a  Maxim  im 
our  EnglifliLaw,  founded  upon  Reafon^  that  a  prior* 
Parliament  cannot  bind  their  Succelibrs  The  fame 
Reafon  extends  to  the  Clergy ;  fbr  if  lienry  WWh 
ow''d  his  Supremacy  to  thar  Adl  of  Convocation,  i 
fucceeding  Convocation  mny  repeal  the  fame. 

Befides  the  Clergy,  can  no  morerefign  theeflential 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Church,  without  th^ 
Confent  of  the  Head  thereof  Chrift,  than  a  Lord 
Lieucenant  of  Irelandi  without  the  Co  -ifent  of  his 
Sovereign,  can  alter  the  fundamental  Cotiftitutions  of 
that  Country* 

All  that  I  infift  Upon  is,  that  this  Supremacy  is  d 
Deed  of  Truft,  that  the  Clergy  may  in  cafes  of 
Neceffity  withdraw  ir^  from  a  Prince  wr^o  abu- 
fes  the  fame;  they  have  eifential  Powers  invefted  ia 
them  from  above:  They  are  obhg'd  to  cut  Here- 
ticks  from  Chriftian  Communion,  a  Power  fo  ne- 
ceflary,  that  even  Chriftanity  depends  thereon;  Art 
Heretick  cannot  continue  in  the  Catholick  Commu- 
nion: And  thofe  who  fiffer  him  from  that  dmej 
ceafe  to  be  Catholicks  themfelves.  I  therefore  cou'd 
not  help  fmiling  at  a  Relation  of  a  certain  Divine 
tvho  makes  a  great  Noife ;  who  in  his  Pulpit  was 

pleas'd  to  utter  thefe  Words.  ^-^ ts  an  Heretical 

Bifhop  of  eur  Church  ;  which  in  my  Opinion  is  equi* 
valent  to  calling  himfelf  an  Heretick. 

But  to  return  to  our  Convocation:  Tho^  fbtiie 
People  have  reprefented  them  a§  ufelefs,  I  will  ne- 
ver believe  ''em  fo,  till  I  find  they  are  over-aw'd  by 
the  civil  Power  from  puniftiing  Hereticks :  When  once 
that  comes  to  pals  the  Church  is  in  her  decrepid 
Age,  not  able  to  walk  alone  nor  even  fiand  without 
Supporters.    She  h  loaded  with  all  the  Infirmities  of 
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old  Age,  and  fit  only  for  her  Children  to  wifti  to 
fee  her  in  the  Grave  to  be  rid  of  her  Mifery. 

I  do  infift,  that  by  a  Charter  much  greater  than 
an  Earthly  one,  the  Church  may  punifh  Hereticksj 
and  moreover  is  oblig'd  fo  to  do,  under  the  feve- 
reft  Penalties  of  the  Wrath  of  the  Eternal  God  of 
Heaven. 

I  alfo  aflert,  that  the  Church  has  as  much  Right 
to  Convocations,  as  the  State  has  to  Parliaments; 
and  I  am  very  fure,  Convocations  or  Synods  are 
much  more  Antient. 

In  VorUgerns  Reign  a  Synod  was  held  at  Ferulam; 
nor  do  I  believe,  that  Monarch  iflii'd  out  his  Writ 
to  fummon  them  for  that  purpofe  ^  and  I  believe 
it  will  be  very  diflRcult  to  prove,  that  an  Houfe  of 
Lords  and  Commons  had  any  Exiftence  at  that  time, 
^iz,.  in  the  Year  446,  nor  I  might  pretty  near  fay 
a  Thoufand  Years  after,  See  Spelman  Volume  i. 
^nm  446. 

There  was  a  grand  Council  of  the  Britams,  in 
which  Vortimer  was  Excommunicated  for  Inceft,  who 
was  fo  far  from  infilling  upon  his  Supremacy,  that 
he  fubmitted  to  the  Sentence,  and  retir'd  to  the 
Mountains  to  bewail  his  Sins,  and  fpent  the  Re- 
mainder of  his  Days  in  Repentance  and  Sorrow. 

They  were  in  thofe  Age?  confulted  in  Affairs  of 
State,  and  had  no  contemptible  Share  therein ;  par- 
ticularly as  Spelman  has  it  from  Mattheiv  Wefiminfier^ 
about  the  Year  465".  The  Britains  met  from  all  Parts, 
and  the  Clergy  being  cali'd  together,  they  chofe 
Aurelm  Ambrofim  for  their  Monarch. 

About  the  Year  603,  St.  Augufiwe  by  the  help 
of  Ethelherty  the  Saxon  Monarch  call'd  a  Council 


i^)  Spelman's  CownrzVx  Vol.  I.  p.465« 
(0  Bedes  Ecclef,  Hiil,  lib,  z.  c.  z. 
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of  the  Bifliopt  of  the  Neighbouring  Province  of  the 
Britains  at  iVorce/ler^  fays  Bede.  Another  alfo  fol- 
lowed, in  which  the  Briti[h  Biihops  refus'd  to  fub- 
mic  to  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Rimtfh  Churchy  or  to 
own  St.  Jugufiine  as  their  Arch*^i(hop. 

I  obferve  from  hence,  that  this  Council  could  not 
be  SubjecH:  to  Ethelbert^  as  fupreme  Head  of  the 
Church,  tho'  fummon'd  by  his  Encouragement ;  be* 
caufe  it  confifted  of  foreign  Biftiops,  over  whom  he 
could  not  pretend  that  Command  ;  it  was  a  Coun- 
cil of  Britijh  Bifliops  held  in  the  Saxon  Dominions. 

Confequemly,  it  muft  meet  Independant  of  any 
imaginary  Saxon  Parliament  in  thofe  Davs. 

If  fome  Gentlemen  are  fo  fond  of  Parliament^, 
that  they  will  have  them  to  exift  even  in  Julim 
Cafars  time,  and  fo  down  to  the  Saxon  Heptarchy : 
I  muft  teJl  them  thofe  times  were  fo  tumultuary, 
that  they  were  not  fit  for  the  cool  Debates  of  a 
Senate.  We  cannot  imagine  that  in  the  Saxon  Hep- 
tarchy each  Monarch  had  a  Parliament  attending 
him,  raifing  Supplies,  and  ordering  Committees  of 
Eledion  and  Religion  :  If  fome  Mens  Imaginations 
are  fo  warm,  as  to  believe  all  this ;  they  are  fie 
only  for  that  Region  of  Morefidds^  where  imaginary 
Contrafts,  Kings,  Empires,  Parliaments,  and  a  thou^ 
(and  Chimeras  abound  every  Day. 

A  Club  of  thofe  Gentlemen  will  help  a  Man  to 
a  Parliament  at  what  Age  of  the  World  you  pleafe. 

It  is  far  from  my  Defign  to  treat  Parliaments 
with  Contempt ;  and  I  am  fure  they  are,  or  ought 
to  be  above  Flattery;  'tis  no  advantagious  Credit 
to  them,  to  be  ported  behind  the  Conquelt,  if  they 
are  of  a  later  Date. 

But  Ecclefiaftical  Synods  are  exprefly  mentioned 

in  the  moft  early  Ages;  and  as Chriftianity  flouri(h*d 

in  the  State,  their  Share  in  the  Protection  of  the 
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State,  and  the  Encouragement  of  the  Ocular  Arm 
dailv  encreas'd. 

inf)  Thus  about  the  Year  ^64,  a  Council  was 
calld  at  Whitkit  in  the  North,  in  which  were  pre- 
fent  both  the  Scots  and  Englifli  Clergy  ;  in  which 
alfo  0[wy  King  of  jNorthnmberJ^nd  and  his  Son  were 
prefent :  The  Occafions  was  to  reduce  the  Scots  to 
a  right  Obfervation  of  Eafier. 

I  obferve  from  hence,  that  Ojh^j  could  upon  no 
Pretence  of  his  Supremacy  prefide  in  this  Council ; 
becaufe  it  confifted  of  Scottijh  Bifliops  as  well  a? 
SaxoHy  who  did  not  depend  upon  the  Supreniacy  of 
the  King  of  Northumberland* 

Neither  does  it  appear,  that  they  had  any  Leave 
or  Commiflion  from  the  State  to  repair  to  this 
Council. 

Neither  do  we  find  any  Report  made  of  the  Re- 
folutions  of  this  Council  to  a  Parliament. 

(n)  About  the  Year  668,  the  whole  Englift 
fllhUrch  fubmitted  to  Theodore  Archbilhop  of  Dover^ 
not  by  any  formal  Confent  of  Parliament,  nor  by 
the  Interpofirion  of  the  Civil  Magiftrate  ;  but  by 
travelling  over  the  whole  Ifle,  and  procuring  the 
Canons  and  Rites  of  the  Rowan  Church  fo  be  re- 
ceived where  ever  he  came. 

I  would  have  the  Reader  alfo  obfervc,  this  Union 
was  brought  to  bear,  when  there  were  more  Mo- 
narchs  than  one  in  England:  And  conftquently,  as 
Notipn^  now  prevail  more  Supream  Heads,  which 
(iirely  in  forne  Meafure  would  have  interfered  with 
this  Scheme.    (0) 

About  the  Year  673,  a  Council  was  call'd,  fays 
Bede^  by  Theodore  at  Hereford^    in  which  the  foreign 


{m)  Bedes  ^cclef.  Hift.  lib,  3.  c.  2^ 
{n)  op^lin^'aXQO,  Vol.  i.         {0)  Spelman  Con.  Vol  i.^ 
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Canons  and  Gouneils  were  confirm'd.  The  King  doe$ 
not  (eem  to  have  had  the  lealt  (hare  in  the  Story, 
The  preamble  runs  flacuit  nos  cmfenire  juxta  moram^ 
canonum  ^tnerahllum  TraBaturos.,  de  necejjariis  Kccle-* 
fia  negotiis.  Here  is  an  utter  Silence  of  the  Kings, 
either  calling  them  together,  or  being  concern  d  irt 
the  Canons  j  if  he  had  been  really  fo  concerned,  it 
would  not  alter'd  our  Qiieftion,  becaufe  the  other 
Saxon  Dominions  were  equally  pbiig'd  by  t  ofe  Ca- 
nons as  Egherts :  But  however,  no  Confirmation  of 
the  Canons  by  the  Supream  Civil  Power  was  then 
known. 

This  Council  feem'd  to  have  a  particular  Regard 
to  the  fifth  Nicene  Canon.  The  feventh  Caiion  (ays, 
that  Councils  are  called  twice  in  a  Year.  But  be-, 
caufe  external  Accidents  might  render  that  frequent 
Celebration  difficult,  it  Decrees  that  a  Synod  Ihould 
J)e  call'd  once  a  Year  at  Clovejhoo. 

(p)  In  680  a  Council  was  calPd  at  Hatfield  by  The-i 
odore  (as  Bede  fays;  without  any  mention  of  the 
(q)  Prince,  only  as  to  the  date  of  the  Synod.  This 
was  fummon'd  to  condemn  the  Herefy  of  Eutiches^ 
and  to  preferve  the  Englifli  Church  from  the  Con« 
tagion. 

(r)  Afterwards  we  find  by  the  Laws  of  Ina^ 
that  the  Clergy  were  taken  into  Confultation  with 
bis  Council,  when  he  gave  his  Sanftion  to  themi 


{fl  Utbis  in  anno  Synodus  congregetur,  fed  quia  divcrfao 
Caulae  impediunt,  placuit  omnibus  in  commune  ut  Kalen- 
dis  Augufti  in  loco  qui  appellaturj  Clovefhoo  femel  ia 
anno  congregetur.  Con.  Herudford  ap.  Spelmanum, 

{q)  Bede  Ecclef.  Hift.  lib.  4.  c.  7. 

(f)  Ego  Ina.  Rex  Dei  Beneficio  occiduorum  Saxonuni 
B.ex  fuafu  &  inftituto  Kenredi  patris  mei,  Hedda  &  Er- 
kenwaldi  Epifcoporum  meorum,  omnium  Senatorum  meo- 
turn  &  natu  majorum  fapientum,  &c^ 

The 


C7o) 
The  Preamble  runs  by  the  Advice  of  his  Bifliops 
and  Senators. 

If  Perfons  will  be  fond  of  turning  the  Senators 
into  an  Englifli  Parliament,  they  cannot  but  grant, 
the  Clergy  to  Itand  upon  an  equal  bottom ;  nay, 
they  are  u(her'd  into  the  Preamble  before  the  Satra- 
fate$^  or  whatever  you  pleafe  to  call  thofe  Gentle- 
men,  who  pafs  in  thefe  Days  for  Lords,  and  fome 
will  have  to  be  both  Lords  and  Commons  together. 

I  need  not  multiply  Prefidents,  becaufe  it  has 
been  already  done  to  mv  hands  by  others ;  from  this 
time  forward,  the  Clergy  had  a  vifible  {hare  in  the 
Councils  of  the  Nation. 

Thofe  who  will  have  them  only  to  dance  after  a 
Parliament  are  much  miftaken :  There  was  this  re- 
markable diflference,  a  Parliament  ceas'd  on  courfe 
upon  Death  of  the  King,  as  it  began  by  his  appear- 
ing in  the  Houfe ;  but  Dr.  Atterbury  has  given  Inllan- 
ces  of  a  Convocation,  fitting  Months  after  the  Death 
of  the  King. 

The  fame  worthy  Writer  has  given  Inftances  of 
a  Convocation  fittinia;,  in  oppofition  to  the  expreft 
Command  of  the  King,  who  had  fummon'd  the 
Members  to  attend  his  Army  in  Wales.  They  fup- 
pofs'd  the  Service  of  God  to  call  as  vigoroufly  upon 
them  as  the  Command  of  the  Prince,  by  one  Tenure 
they  held  their  Goods  and  Lands,  and  by  the  other 
their  Souls. 

In  fliort,  as  this  Biftiop  has  aflerted,  all  Se(fls 
in  the  Kingdom,  the  vile  Kirk  of  Scotland,  the 
Sink  of  Presbytery,  and  Enthufiafm  have  Liberty 
to  meet  together  to  confult  upon  Affairs  of  their  own 
pretended  Churches.  But  an  Englifti  Convocation 
has  no  Advantage  in  the  Eftabliftiment,  but  to 
be  more  feverely  crampt,  than  all  the  wild  Enthu* 
fiafts  round  about  her. 


I  fay  it  would  feerti  hard,  that  the  Church  of 
England  (hould  not  have  as  much  Favour  as  the 
Church  of  Scotland  as  they  call  it. 

It  would  be  hard^  that  a  Mother  diould  be 
kinder  to  her  Step-children,  than  to  the  natural  Iflue 
of  her  own  :  Yet  fuch  is  the  Friendftiip  of  fbme 
Pretender  Lovers  of  the  Church ;  they  care  not 
how  much  they  ftarve  and  contemn  her  Priefts, 
lay  wafte  her  Fences,  and  cut  off  her  moft  valu- 
able Privileges :  It's  very  hard,  the  Church  of  Scot-- 
land  (hould  throw  off  the  King's  Supremacy  with 
Impunity,  and  the  Church  of  England  fliould  wear 
the  Yoak  only  to  be  made  a  SuLjed:  of  Derifioa 
to  her  Enemies. 

Tell  me  a  Diffenter  in  England,  who  does  not 
joyn  in  with  Violence  to  hamper  the  Eftablifti'd 
Church.  But  'tis  a  Shackle  they  will  never  endure 
to  be  put  upon  their  own  Legs. 

Thus  is  She  become  like  a  Lyon  grown  old, 
and  weaken'd  by  Infirmities,  every  Afs  of  the  Foreft 
kicks  at  her. 

I  conclude,  that  if  we  put  fuch  a  Yoak  upon  the 
Neck  of  the  Church  of  England^  we  reduce  her  to 
worfe  Slavery,  than  even  thofe numerous Sedts  which 
rife  up  againft  her  are  expos'd  to  bear.  Nay,  than 
even  the  Jews  who  have  a  Liberty  of  excommunicating 
Offenders  without  the  Civil  Magiftrate  interpofing 
to  prevent  the  fame  taking  effed,  if  any  6ne  would 
be  fatisfied  in  this  cafe,  let  him  read  the  Relation  of 
Uriel  Acofia  the  Jeiv,  at  the  end  oi  Liwbrocbs  Conft- 
rence  cum  erudtto  Judao. 

In  Scotland^  even  a  Monarch  could  be  brought  to 
the  Stool  ot  Repentance  forSns  he  was  never  guilty 
of;  and  what  we  (hail  we  la) ,  if  leave  mult  be  ask'd 
a  Prince  to  punifli  an  Heretical  Biihop. 

I  only 
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I  only  lay  down  general  Rules  without  niaking  par- 
ticular Applications :  Thefe  are  Emergencies  which 
may  happen,  and  Care  ought  to  provide  againft 
chem. 

I  fubmit  to  the  Perfons  to  Whom  this  Treatife  k 
addreft'd ;  whether  if  Chriftianity  is  any  Part  of 
their  Care,  they  ought  not  to  ftrike  in  with  the 
prefent  Opportunity,  to  fave  their  Honour  and  their 
Religion,  by  vindicating  the  Rights  of  the  Church ; 
tvhich  alas  in  thefe  unhappy  times  have  been  too 
IhamefuUy  betray'd. 


FINIS. 
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APPENDIX 

l^iim.   I  • 


Rbanm  Efifcopm  fervus  fervorum  Dei  adfuturam 
ret  Memoriam. 


u 

Inter  foUcitudines  ^ari^s  i^uihtfs  ajjidue  fremmur  ilia 
fotiljimefulfaty  &*e:^citat  menteip  noftram  ut  circa  falit" 
tern  AnimarHm  Chrifti  jidelium  folicitis  Studies  imenda- 
mm  &  ne  fideles  ip//,  e^  confortio  &  participatione  Scif- 
maticorum  feu  H^reticorurn^  lahefaciari  valeant  adhihe* 
am'js  remedia  opfortuna^ 

Sane  adnofirum  pervenit  audit um  quod  tarn  carijfimr.s 
in  Cbrifiofilitis^  nofler  Wencejlaus  Romanorum  &  Bobe-- 
mi^  Rex  lUujlriSy  ejuam  etiam  clara  Memoriae  Carcltis 
Romanorum  Im^erator^  &  iffius  Regis  genttor^  Jimul 
velfucceffive. 

l^on  nuUas  Confederatione^^  'vel  CoUigationes  feu  ligas 
C^  Conventiones  cum  diverjls  Regihus,  Vrincipbus  duci^ 
hm  Qomitihts  ac  Magnatihus^  Nobtlibm  &  certts  alilsy 
inter  ant  [en  fecerunt  &'  quod  aliqui  ex  hujt^fmodi  Regibm^ 
VrincipihtSy  ducibm^Comitibm^MagnatibzfS^feu  NobtHb&s, 
aut  altis  tune  erant  feu  poflea  fmt  effetli  Scifmatici  feu 
Haretici  manifefii^  &  ab  unitate  SanBa  Romana  & 
Univerfalis  Eccleji^  feperati  qnamvis  ^er  nos  alia^  df- 
clarati  non  (int. 
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^"  Nos  igittfr  at t ententes  quod  bujufmodi  ConfeJerationes^ 
Colligat tones  &  %^y^«  Con'uentiones  {facta  cum  hu-^ 
jufmodi  Hareticis  aut  Set  [mat  ids  pofiquam  tales  effeSii 
erani)  funt  temeraria  iUicita^  d^  ipjo  jure  TiuBa  (dr 
Jt  forte  ante  ip forum  laffum  in  Schtfmafeu  Harefim  init^ 
feufaSafuiJfent)  ttiafnji  forent  juramento  *velfide  data 
firma^a  aut  Confirmattone  Apoftoliea  ^vel  quacunque  firiAi^ 
fate  alia  Rcborata  fofiqtiam  tales  ut  prawittitur/unt  effe^ 
Bi^  to  ipfo  tarn  idem  Rex  quam  alii  qui  for  fan  una  cum  eo 
hujt^fmcdi  Confcderationes.  Colligationes  &  ligas  feu  Con-^ 
'uent tones  cum  talibus  inerunt  feu  fecerunt  &  ad  quos  hw 
jifmodi  Confederatione^,  Colligationes^  liga^feu  Ccnventi-^ 
onesy  quomodoltbet  extendi  pojfunt,  ^  quorum  interefi 
njel  tntereffc  pvterit^  ab  earum  Obfervatione  ahfoluti  ex- 
ijlunt^  illafqide  ipjis  fervare  non  debent. 

Quintmo  iffe  Rex  hujufmodi  Scifmaticos  &  Hare^ 
ticos  ratione  Imperii  ad  quod  EleSuSj  &*  per  nos  approba^ 
tus  exifiit  in  favorem  Sanely  Romans  ac  Umverfalis; 
Eccli'/t^,  cujm  efl  advocatus  pro  pojfe  perftqui  tenetur, 
qiiodque  omnis  communio  cum  talibus  Haereticis  feu 
i>cifmaticis  nimis  perkulofa  exifiit  cum  nulla  ft  prorfus 
nee  efe  debeat  partjcipatio  lucis  adtenebrasautChrijUad 
Belial  e^  cupientes  fuper  hits  Animorum  faluti  &  honor i^ 
ac  fi$tui  ejufdem  Regis  &  aliorum  quorum  interefi  ut 
treferttiry  falubritur  providere  ac  periculis  &  fcandali$ 
qi^<e  ipfis  exinde  proventre  poffunt  Httliter  praea'vere. 

Eundem  Regem  &  omnes  alios  quorum  interefi  'vel  in-^ 
ierejfe  poterit^  AuBorttate  Apoficlica  tenure  prafentium^ 
dcclaramm  fwjfd  d^  ejje  ab  earundem  Confederationum^ 
CoUigationum  Obfervatione  pen'itus  abfolutos^  d^  ad  e^- 
rum  Obfervatlonem  alpjuatenus  non  tcneri^  illajque  qua-- 
ten^s  dc  f0o  prcceflrunt  caffdimus^  irritamm,  &  nul-, 
Ims  effe  deeernmm  firmitatis  d^  infuper  ciipientes  ani^ 
fn^^um  periculis  ckviare^  tarn  eidem  Regi  quam  etiant 
'    ^  ^^  .  .  --  omnibus 
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omnibm  hujufmoM  aliis  quorum  iifterefi  feu  iftt^rejje  ffh 
tefi  tenore  pr^fentium  diftri6lufs  tnhibemm^  ne  Ccnfidera- 
t tones  CollegationeSy  ligas  aut  Conventiones  hujujmodi 
aliqua^enus  ohfervent  Jeu  ah  aliis  fervari  quomodolibet 
permittant  decernentes  ex  nunc  irritam  &*  inane  quiccjuid 
in  contrarum  a  quoquam  quavis  JuSforitate  &  [ciMi 
njclignorante  contigerit  atiemftaru 

NhIH  ergo  hGrninum  liceat  banc  paginam  vofira  De^ 
clarationis  cajfationis  irrit at ioms ^inhibit ionis  d^  Conftitw- 
tionis  infringere  'uel  et  ^-tifu  temerario  contra  irefi  ^uis  4iU' 
tern  hoc  at  tempt  are  pr^fumpferit^  Indtgnationem  Omm^, 
potentis  Dei  &  Beatorum  Petri  ^  Pauli  ApoftoloTum,, 
ejs/sfe  noverit  incur jurum.  Ddt  Roma  apudfanBttm  R^- 
trum  Hi.  Kal.  Aprilts  Vontificatm  nojifi,  Armo  ^attq. 

Suh  fiUs  fericis  fldvi^  Ruheique  Coloris,^ 

De  Curia 

3^.  Fraii'  ^ 

See  Rjmrs  FtrMra,  VoL  7.  p.  ^%ii 
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Ifliop    of  St.  Davids^   adverfus  Lucy.    Tas   ii. 


The  Qifliiop  of  St.  Davids  was  tryM  in  a  'Court 
held  at  Lambeth^  before  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter^ 
hury  himfelf  in  Perfbn,  for  Simony,  and  feveral  other 
Offences  j  and  now  he  mov'd  for  a  Prohibition,  and 
the  Suggeftion  was  that  he  was  cited  to  Lambeth^ 
and  not  to  the  Arches,  and  alfb  that  he  was  cited 
before  the  Archbiflhop  himfelf,  and  not  before  his 
Vicar  Qeneral :  And  the  Proceeding  againft  him  was 
in  order  to  a  Peprivation,  &  fer  Cumam. 

The  Archbifhop  hath  a  Provincial  Power  over 
ill  the  Bifhops  of  his  Province,  and  ipay  hold  his 
Court  where  he  pleafes  ;  and  he  may  convene  before 
himfelf,  and  fit  Judge  bimfelf,  and  fo  may  any  other 


The  Court  held,  that  the  Spiritual  Court  might 
proceed  to  punifh  him,  for  any  Oflfence  done  againft 
the  Duty  of  his  Office  as  Bifhop^  and  as  it  relates  to 
that,  for  Ecclefiaflical  Perfons  are  Subject  to  Canons, 
thole  of  1640  have  been  queflion'd^  but  no  doubt 
was  ever  made  as  to  thefe  of  1603,  and  as  the  Clergy 
are  under  different  Rules  and  Duties ;  it  is  but  rea- 
fonable,  that  if  an  Ecclcfiaftical  Perfon  oflfend  in  his 

Egcle- 


f77) 

Ecclefiafti^al  Duty :  He  fliould  be  punifliable  for  ic 
in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court  •  efpecially  if  It  be  in  a 
matter  for  which  he  is  not  puniQiable  at  Common 
Law,  and  it  is  but  fit  the  Clergy  (hould  have  a  Power 
to  purge  their  own  Body,  from  fcandalous  Ment- 
bers,.C^^. 

Holt  C.  1,  and  the  reft  held  an  Archbiftiop  had 
Power  over  his  Suffragans,  and  might  deprive  ihem, 
that  by  common  Law  the  Archbifhop  had  a  Metro- 
political  Junfdi6lion,  and  that  Archbifliops  are  over 
Bifliops  :  As  well  as  Bifhops  arc  over  the  othet 
Clergy. 

That   his  Power  was  Ufurp'd  upon,    and  demi- 
nifh'd  by  the  Pope  :  But  reftor'd   to  it's  extents  at 
Common  Law,  by  the  Statute  of  Henry  VIII.  That  by 
allowing  his  Power  to  vifit  all  is  admitted,  for  he  that 
may  vifu  may  deprive  as  well  as  Cenfurc  •,  thefe  being 
but  fcveral  degrees  of  Ecclefiaftical  Puniftimenr^  and 
by  the  ^6  Henry  8.  and  i  Eliz.  c.  i.  The  only  Power 
given  to  Ecclefiaftical  Commiflioners,  was  to  vifit  with- 
out a  Word  of  Deprivation,  yet  they  were  always  allowed 
a  Power  to  deprive  from  the  time  of  Henry  IL  till 
Henry  2ihy  there  hardly  k  an  inftance  of  Deprivation 
of  a  Bifhop  :  And  it  is  true  that  before  the  19  of  C^»* 
1.   c  11.  Confirmd  by    13,  Can.  2.  by  Eliz.  Thofh 
Deprivations  that  are  of  Bifhops,  are  by  the  Court 
of  Ecclefiaftical   CommiiTioners  ^  yet  the  Reafon  of 
that  was  only  becaufe  ic  was  the  eafier  and  the  (hort^ 
cr  way^  that  is  not  to  be  Queftion'd  :  But  a  Bifhop 
may  be  deprived,  'u.  1 1.  Can.  49.  He  may  be  depriv  d 
for  Dilapidations,   and  it  is  plain  that  the  Law  takes 
notice  of  no  other  Power  that  can  regularly  Deprive 
him,  for  if  Ifiue  be,  whether  a  Perlon  be  depriv'd 
or  nor,  the  Court  muft  write  to  the  Bifhop,  and  if 
liTue  be,  whether  a  Eilhop  be  depriv'd  or  not^  this 

Court 


il^DUit  ij^  Write  ta  his  Archbifhopa  te  Gei^tify  •  Sftj^ 
to  ^fi^  pfurpofe  faidv  23  H*  8.  c.  9.  Ag^infi  Jitfif^ 
outr^cf  the  Dioccfe^  (fayc  the  Power  of  the  ^ftf chbii«T 
iftiu^p  ov^cr  his  Bifhops :  J  If  he  had  no  Powqr  !'^|^  t6 
the,  farnc  purp  %  29,C^»,  :j,.  c.  9.  13.  C45  c.  »2r^  11. 
The  Prohibition  was  denied,  and  ordered  that  the^ 
^uggcftion  be  entered  upon  Record,  d^c* 

^4ffc|:.)Xf^rds,  H<?/^  C  I,  faid  that  the  Bifliop  ,of  St^ 
tifivids  moV'd  the  Houfe  of  Lords  fof  a  Writ  cjf  Er-^f 
ror  \ipon  this  denial  of  a  Prohibition,  and  it  Wat  theif   : 
Opinion,  held  no  Writ  of  Error  lay.  "    ; 

SalkeJd's  Reports,  p.  134.  jp.  r.- 

,i/,  ;^i  Here  is  .,an  a^judgy.  Ca(q  in  the  Court  oP. 
Ringi^TBench,  that 'the  Law;  takes  np  notice  qf  aiiyv 
Ipower  .whicbcan  deprive  a  Bifliop,  but  an  EcclcfiiifKcal: 
Power,    .  .   ^ 


